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Minutes

1 Introduction / Apologies for Absence

Maureen Newton welcomed members.  A round-the-table introduction followed.  Apologies for absence as above.

Maureen also notified members that Jackie Watts had left the Chamber of Commerce and would be replaced in December by Maggie Francis who would be attending the next SignPOST meeting in her capacity as H&IOW Business Environment Forum Co-ordinator.

Item 2 on the agenda – Presentation and demonstration by Toyota Hybrid Technology Specialist on duel fuel vehicle – would be postponed as the car and demonstrator had not arrived.
Amendments / Matters Arising from the last Minutes


2 Matters Arising

a) South Coast Multi-Modal Study:  MN had attended a further workshop and reported that more feedback was still required.  She asked members to send comments to her.  The Consultation Draft of the report is due out in January/February 2002.

b)  New Railway Station at Farlington:  There was no further information about this.  The only reference seen by MN had been in the South West Train franchise and a date of 2005/6 had been mentioned.

c)  Hospitals Transport Study:  Has progressed and an oral presentation has been held.  Item to go on agenda for the next meeting for PR to present to the group.

Action:  MN for inclusion on next agenda.

3 Introduction of New Staff

In the absence of Paul Denyer, Maureen introduced Amanda Morris who had joined Portsmouth City Council as Travel Plan Officer (Transport Policy and Safety).  Amanda is currently involved in constructing the website for the Group.  Contact amorris@portsmouthcc.gov.uk 

Conrad Haigh (Work Place Travel Co-ordinator for Hampshire County Council) introduced himself.  He notified the Group of a Travel Plan Forum being held on 26 November at Whitman laboratories to which a number of major organisation had been invited 

4 Response to Shuttlebus Letter

In absence of Paul, Amanda Morris reported on the results received from the shuttlebus letter.  Out of 76 copies of the letter that had been sent out, 16 replies had been received, of which 10 had expressed some interest.  Paul felt that due to the small amount of interest the matter should not be taken any further at present.

However, the Group felt that the request for financial support had proved a big barrier and that the issue of a bus should be looked at again in the future.

It was pointed out that IBM already had their own shuttle and members asked whether other commuters could make use of it.  Carol Redman said she would make enquiries, but pointed out that it was already heavily subscribed by IBM staff.
Action:  Carol Redman

Barbara Green  felt strongly that the matter should not be put on the ‘back burner’ as it would send out very negative messages.  Highbury College was without a direct bus service and she felt students would make good use of such a scheme.

Members asked Mike Smith if it would be possible to amend the routes of certain buses to include a stop at North Harbour.  One more roundabout was needed, and this would enable more commuters to make use of the bus.  Mike explained that it would be difficult to make this kind of change as it would disrupt the bus timetables and tended to create problems for the existing passengers.  The group went on to discuss the feasibility of a ‘manned response’ system of the type that was being suggested for the Gosport to Whiteley route, whereby prospective passengers would be able to telephone an hour in advance and a bus on a variable route would be able to collect them.  The traffic commissioners had to approve the legislation before this could be tried out.  Conrad Haigh noted that a similar type of service was being operated in the Midhurst to Chichester area to take include surrounding villages.

In summary, it was decided that an acknowledgement should be sent to all those who responded to the original letter, and those responding positively should be invited to attend a meeting to discuss other options as whilst Shuttlebus not viable there may be other solutions that can be found.

Action:  Amanda Morris

5 Response to the consultation on Tax treatment of employer subsidised transport services

The relevant paper had been circulated with the agenda.  Paul Denyer had sent a written response to the question. The group discussed the responses using PDs letter as a guide.  (See appendix 1).
The majority felt they needed time to consider the document.  Comments to be sent to maureeen by 15 december who will put together a SignPOST response.  Suggested that individual responses are also submitted to meet the 31 ecember deadline as will have additional impact if more responses are received on this importanbt issue.


6 Update on SignPOST website

MN and AM had prepared draft content and links and are liasing with CSC re updating the site.  It was noted the following would need to be considered:

Advertisements
Images

Case Studies (possibly IBM but also smaller businesses)
Travel plans (car sharing schemes etc)

The site should also include a current membership list and it was noted that permission from members would be required for this.
Action:  MN

It was also noted that the site should not be static, and should be able to be updated easily. It was not necessary to reinvent everything, but put in 2 or 3 lines to point to the relevant part of the website.  MN or AM would edit any changes.  

Amanda asked members to send Maureen or herself relevant information and also contact them with any useful links they may find.

It was confirmed that once all the information had been collated it would then take about 5-6 man days to get the website completed.  Everyone would be notified as soon as the site was ready to go online. 

7 Agenda items for the next meeting

-
Toyota demonstration
(Paul Denyer to arrange)
-
Report on ‘Tapestry’ conference
- 
Manned response bus (Chichester/Midhurst area)

-     Hospital Transport report

8 Any Other Business

a)
Gwil Williams:  Hampshire County Council had set up a group that would become self-fulfilling, with members of the GOSE region, to discuss work place travel co-operators  network.  The first meeting to take place on 21 November 2001.

b)
IBM – monorail stop:  Another meeting to be held.  Portsmouth City Council would like a stop near to IBM.  IBM could not support the financing, but would be willing to allow use of their land.

c)
It was noted that a large map showing the areas covered by the discussions had not yet been provided.  Could this be brought to future meetings?

Action:  Paul Denyer

d)
Carr West to be invited to attend the next meeting to talk about the Monorail.

e)
Jayne Rogers reported on work being done regarding taking children to schools.  A suitable site was being sought where parents could take their children, and they could then be collected by special buses and taken to various schools.  The IBM site had been suggested, but was not really suitable as traffic in that area was already very heavy.  The land by the Council Tax Office was also being examined.  Jayne asked members to contact her with any ideas for a suitable site.

f)
Amanda Morris:  PCC Staff  Travel to Work Survey to be done.  This would tie in with City Council travel plan for spring/summer.  Would be able to tie in with other companies.

g)
Amanda circulated the City Council travel pack to those who had not already received one.

h)
Mike Smith:  Reported on bus route X27 Southampton to Portsmouth.  The service was to continue until March 2002 then be reconsidered.  It had been suggested that specific tickets for the route costing £600 pa could be issued and the situation reviewed each year.  Passenger use had grown since the announcement, and it had been decided to continue the service as at present until March 2002.  After that it was hoped it could be continued with a smaller subsidy or even be commercially viable.

9.   Date, Time and Venue of next meeting

The next meeting to be held on Wednesday 20 February 2002 at 2.00pm at the City Council Offices.

2002 Meeting dates all at 2pm with venues to be confirmed

20 February

8 May

14 August

13 November

