SignPOST Forum

Held on Thursday 3rd August, 2pm at

Lord Mayors Banuqeting Suite, Guildhall

Maureen Frost (Portsmouth & SE Hants Chamber of Commerce) presided

Present:

Maureen Frost


P&SEH Chamber of Commerce

Amanda Morris


Portsmouth City Council (Planning Service)

Karen Hoyland


BAE Systems (Facilities)

Andy Silvester


MOD

David Garney


FIRST Hants and Dorset

Gwil Williams



East Hampshire District Council

Shelley Price



Portsmouth Council of Community Service

Kathy Azopardi


Groundwork Solent 

Alan Edmunds 


Hampshire Constabulary 

Chief Inspector Andy Houghton 
Hampshire Constabulary

James Potter 


Cycles2Suit

Peter Murnaghan


Hampshire County Council 

Apologies:

Carolyn Crawford Jones

Portsmouth Technopole

Goizeder Cotano


PHA Group

Lisa Phillips



Zurich Financial Services

Barbara Green 


Highbury College

Stephen Snook 


Highbury College

Marion Dawson


The Partnership

Marjorie Harvey


Primary Care Trust

Steve Thorpe


Stagecoach

1.
Introductions

Maureen welcomed members and guests to the SignPOST Forum and thanked Havant Borough Council for hosting the meeting.

2.
Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 2nd February 2006

The minutes of the last meeting were agreed.

3.
Matters Arising

There were no matters arising. 

4.
Update from City Growth Transport Group – Maureen Frost

The City Growth group was set up in Portsmouth, one of only 12 cities in the UK to have one, 12 years ago. It is based on an American initiative.  Cluster groups were formed and one of these was the Transport Group. 

· Money for feasibility studies currently looking at:-

· Vehicle based ferry between Gosport and Portsmouth 

· Public transport to industrial estates and business parks

· Park and Rides

· Monorail 

If anyone would like a copy of the City Growth Strategy CDS are available from Maureen Frost at the Chamber of Commerce on 023 9244 9449

5.
Cycle Security - Alan Edmunds

Alan told us about the extremely high levels of cycle theft in Portsmouth, the levels of which are the highest in the UK.   Hampshrie Constabulary are addressing the cycle theft as part of Operation Cobra which was set up in 2002 and saw 30% successful reduction in car crime in the first two years and again this year.  Spent £2000 on cycle marking using the Retainamark scheme during Bike Week as we are encouraging people to cycle but not addressing the problem of cycle theft.  9% of locations (relating to 11 streets) in Portsmouth affected by cycle crime saw 38% of the cycle thefts.  

There are plans to set up a subgroup of the vehicle crime strategy to look at the best ways to tackle the problem of cycle theft in Portsmouth before taking out the action into the community.  Thoughts on the ways to tackle this could be to remove all onstreet cycle parking and install a central bike park, inform cyclists as to the best way to secure their bikes, work with businesses and hoteliers for best results and more cycle security marking kits to be provided. 

Amanda Morris offered to help send out information to SignPOST members via GO GREEN and SignPOST members mailings when appropriate and suggested taking the Retainamark scheme into major employers. 

Alan Edmunds may be contacted on 023 9289 3256 for further information. 

6. 
Solent Transport Strategy – Peter Murnaghan, Hamsphire County Council 

Peter gave a presentation on the Solent Transport Strategy, a joint strategy for the Portsmouth, Southampton, Havant, Fareham, Gosport   and Winchester areas. He highlighted the particular problems of congestion we currently experience and the need for a strategy to help combat these especially in view of expected future growth with the SE Plan. The SE PLAN will see an extra 86,000 houses and 56,000 extra jobs which it is predicted will result in an extra quarter of a million journeys a day. 

The voluntary Solent Transport Partnership was signed in 2003 between all the major bodies that have an interest to REDUCE, MANAGE and INVEST.  Examples of work already undertaken are the Solent Travel Card (use of all bus services in the area for £5.50 a day, or £20 a week) and the ZIP bus service.  They are looking to introduce bulk purchase of the Travel Card in the future and are currently piloting it with one major employer.   There were a variety of questions from the floor.  Peter Murnaghan to send supplies of the Solent travel card Leaflet to Amanda for distribution with  the minutes, contact Peter on 01962 846920 if you would like additional copies. 

7. Information Exchange

Gwil Williams – East Hants District Council

They will be launching their new Travel Plan for Penns Place in September, amongst other things to include pool bikes, and priority car share spaces. They are setting up a bus forum in East Hants


Andy Silvester (MOD)

Nothing to report.

Shelley Price (PCCS)

Nothing to report 

Alan Edmunds (Hampshire Constabulary)

They are just about to market 16 car park mark award locations. 

Launching the Sat Nav Free Car Security promotion to encourage people to take the systems out of their cars when they leave them.  Alan to provide leaflets. 

Kathy Azopardi (Groundwork Solent)

The Home2Hub project will shortly be starting a small grants scheme in 2 phases, the first phase will invite businesses to apply for match funded grants of between £500 and £1000 to install facilities to encourage cycling eg pool bikes, racks and so on. 

Are planning a Roadshow at Gunwharf to highlight all alternatives to car use eg cycling, walking and public transport. 

Karen Hoyland (BAE Systems)

Nothing to report.
David Garney (First)

2006 marks the 70th anniversary of the 17 and 18 services in Portsmouth, the occasion will be marked by specially painted buses. 

James Potter (Cycles 2 Suit)

James whose company operates a tax incentive Bike 2 Work scheme has had 300 enquiries in a month and will present at the next SignPOST meeting. 

Chief Inspector Andy Houghton 

Reiterated the excellent work that Alan Edmunds had been doing with project Cobra.

Amanda Morris (Portsmouth City Council, Planning)

Amanda circulated an update from Paul Denyer with regard to Local Transport Plan 2, Portsmouth City Council Internal Changes, Developments and Cycling. (see enclosed)

Amanda also circulated her own update with regard to Sustrans Active Transport directions to a site and the new Choice Public Transport Guide.  (see enclosed)

Maureen Frost (Chamber of Commerce)

The Government has given the go ahead for the Hindhead Tunnel and for widening of the M27 between junctions 11 and 12 and 3 and 2. 

After five years as Chair Maureen Frost has decided to stand down but will chair the final meeting of the year in November.  Therefore the forum will be looking for a new Chair whose duties are not too onerous, chairing the meetings, liaising with Amanda on the Agenda and chairing the Commuter Challenge Award Ceremony for example. 

8. Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday November 8th 2006 at 2.00pm, at Portsmouth Council of Community Service.  The Agenda will be sent out nearer the time. 
