SignPOST Forum

Held on Thursday 13 January 2005

Hosted by Portsmouth PCT, St James’ Hospital, Portsmouth

Amanda Morris (PCC) presided
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Apologies:
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P&SEH Chamber of Commerce

Dawn Halfacre


PETA Ltd

David Rossiter


Stagecoach

Susan Harris


Fleet Support Ltd

Amy Bristow


Hampshire CC

Alan Baulf


Portsmouth Naval Base

Ann Lowther


Jobcentre Plus

Lisa Phillips 


Zurich  

Stewart Cameron

Groupama

Lyn Norland


Portsmouth High School
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Portsmouth High School
1. AM welcomed members to the meeting and a round the table introduction followed.

2. There were no actions from the previous meeting.

3. Presentation - Charles Ashwell – Halfords Bikes4Work Scheme

Charles Ashwell gave a presentation about Halfords Bikes4Work Scheme giving employers the opportunity to enter in to an Agreement to purchase bikes and cycling equipment on behalf of an employee.  The bike to be used mainly for travel to and from respective places of work whereby the employee could lease if from their employer and the business could then claim back the tax.  After a period of say 12-18 months the bike could be transferred to the employee.  If the employee decides to leave then any outstanding monies would have to be paid within two weeks or deducted from final salary.

Amanda asked whether there was a charge for this service.

Further information and copies of the presentation can be obtained from Charles at:  Charles.ashwell@halfords.co.uk
Corporate Sales Manager, Business Services, Halfords, Icknield Street Drive, Washford, Redditch, WORCS, B98 ODE

4. Presentation - Marcus Seaman – HantsCarShare Database


Marcus Seaman gave a presentation on the HantsCarShare Database.

Liftshare, of which HantsCarShare is a part has over 66,000 members.  Database has over 70 websites and 500 organisations including schools, hospitals and Councils are registered.

Once you have registered on the system you enter certain information ie destination and time of journey also being able to specify certain preferences such as non-smoker, female only or just to travel with people that you work with.

The system then searches for all possible travel matches and lists them.  If a match is unsuccessful the system will log your journey and contact you as soon as a match is found.

Safety and confidentiality is a main priority of the system.  No personal information is shown and the system cannot be used by under 16 year olds.  Every member is responsible for his or her own safety.

5. Information Exchange

Amanda Morris – PCC

Amanda informed the group that the Chamber of Commerce were holding a Breakfast Meeting at the Marriott Hotel on Friday 11 February 2005 at 7.45am. Highways Agency involved to talk about road policy.

Transport Energy – have had contract extended until March 2006.  Interested parties will need to submit requests 6 months before.  Also on website.

ACT 8th Conference 24 February 2005 – Worth attending.  Many speakers, topics include Higher Education: Travel Planning for a University, Health Sector Networks: NHS Experience in London and Click and Park: A Logical Step for Car Park Management.

Commuter Challenge is taking place on Wednesday 11 May 2005 whereby businesses compete against other organisation’s to reduce car-based miles and to win a shield.  Employees taking part will receive freebies and prizes.  Taking part is free.

Bike2 Work is taking place Wednesday 18 June 2005 to encourage cyclists to bike to work.  PCC bulk buy the t-shirts on your behalf to keep the price low, organisations buy them from PCC and give to their employees who cycle to work on the day.

Green Travel Displays available – PCC bring information, advice and freebies plus quiz and prizes to encourage people to think about how they travel to work.   There is a small charge to cover the cost of freebies.

SignPOST website -  is now back on line.

Amanda circulated leaflets to group.

Tracey Ford – Havant Borough Council

Tracey informed the group that Havant would be doing their Travel Plan this year.  There had been no funding to produce this up until now and they have until 1 April 2005 to implement it.  The all in one ferry-taxi-bus ticket, issued by First, covering the Portsmouth area was doing well.  However, Tracey informed the group that not all customers were using all three modes of travel.

Helen Martin – Stagecoach

Helen informed the group that Stagecoach had recently appointed a Publicity Co-ordinator covering 15 depots dealing with bus stop info and timetables etc.  The Co-ordinator is office based and can be contacted via e-mail.

The Solent Travel card has been updated to cover the Winchester area.

As from November there is a bus service direct from Chichester to Portsmouth and vice versa which takes approximately 30 minutes each way.

Natasha Kerrigan – Portsmouth PCT

Natasha informed the group of the large schemes taking place in and around Portsmouth.  A new treatment centre is being built on St Mary’s site, also the regeneration of Somerstown East.

Barbara Green – Highbury College

Barbara informed the group that they are developing a travel plan for Northarbour which will be used as a model.

Travel Surveying – it is crucial that they get the right company to do the survey.

Green Travel Displays – first time Highbury did it, highly recommended.  Interest was very high and will repeat again this year.

Sue Jackson – Inland Revenue

Sue informed the group that the Inland Revenue had tried to bring in an in-house car-sharing scheme as they were reluctant to bring in outside organisations.  She said they were interested in car sharing but were reluctant to because of the cost implications.

Emma Kenning – Portsmouth City Council

Please see Paul Denyer’s update sheet.

Emma informed the group that work has started on the A27 cycle route between Eastern Road and Broadmarsh.

Cycle Thefts

It was noted that there was a new bike security coding system in force.

A sticker with a unique security number is put onto the bike.  A paste is then used over the sticker which sinks into the bike.  This number is then linked to a 24 hour database whereby if lost or stolen the bike can be returned to the owner.  For further information contact Emma.

Future Event Dates

· Ride around the Harbours, Sunday 5 June 2005

· Bikefest, Sunday 19 June 2005 (tbc)

Alex Priddle – HMNB

Alex informed the group that a lot of work had been carried out regarding the move across to Whale Island.

They are promoting car sharing within the base but there are obviously security implications involved with regard to service personnel and access to the naval base.

Cycling has been very successful with excellent facilities on site.

Gwil Williams – East Hants District Council

At present East Hants has no travel plan in place.  A bid has been put forward but nothing has been yet from department.  Trying to find funding.

By Easter this year nearly three quarters of schools will have a school travel plan in place.

Within Hampshire travel plan there is a significant amount of money for safe routes to schools initiatives.

Gwil informed the group that they had produced a comprehensive cycle plan with proposed cycle routes.  However, not developing in Hampshire as well as in Portsmouth.

Gwil updated the group on the A3 Bus Corridor will be extended to Horndean and Clanfield.

Mike Browning – BAE Systems Ltd

Mike informed the group that they have been updating travel plan.   A new bike shed costing £7000 has been built on site.

Staff have been relocated from Titchfield but because of the new parking charges in Gosport, have been discouraged from using the ferry.  More people are driving round causing congestion of the roads.

As it was a problem for many SignPOST members, it was agreed that a letter should be drafted from the SignPOST which every member should have sight of, before it is sent out AM to draft.

Tony Davis – University of Portsmouth

Tony informed the group that student car use has been reduced by 70%.  Students are not allowed to bring their cars to campus unless under exceptional circumstances.  This has been in force since last October.

Two buses, one double decker and one single run a service for students to and from The Hard.  The late night bus running until 11.00pm.

Due to the amount of bike theft it has been decided to relaunch Bike Safe.   A card swipe system will be in operation with CCTV surveillance in the north and south campus of the university and a third camera to be placed in the Guildhall, plus one other.

Andy Wilcox – VT Shipbuilding

Andy informed the group that a further 2 minibuses had been added to the 22 they already have.

Shift system in place for employees with pool cars in operation.  Sheltered and secure bike racks on site.

6. Date and time of next meeting

Thursday 26 May 2005 – 2.00pm at Highbury College, Cosham venue (tbc).

Wednesday 28 September 2005 – 2.00pm.
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