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SignPOST Forum

Minutes

Held on Tuesday 13 January 2004

Hosted by

B&Q Warehouse, Pompey Centre, Fratton Way, Portsmouth

Maureen Newton (P&SEHCCI) presided

                   PRESENT



    APOLOGIES

Tony Saunders

B&Q Warehouse

John Miller 

B&Q Warehouse
David Hislop

BAE Systems

Ann Couch

BAE Systems

Kate Willows

DSTL

Amy Bristow

Hampshire CC

Gwil Williams

East Hants DC

Paula Gilfilan

HM Naval Base

Stewart Cameron
Groupama

Alan Baulf

HM Naval Base

David Fairall

Vosper Thorneycroft

Kemi 


IBM UK Ltd

Peg Hulse

Portsmouth High School

Jenny Deane

Inland Revenue

Robert Benn

Benn Associates

Patrick Lingwood
ERCDT


A S Matthews

Silverwood Yacht Services

Barbara Green

Highbury College
Michelle Webster
Portsmouth University

John Auric

PHA Group



Maureen Newton
P&SHE C/Commerce

Amanda Morris

PCC

Helen Martin

Stagecoach SE

Lisa Phillips

Zurich Financial Services

Emma Kenning

PCC

Fiona Turnbull

Portsmouth City PCT

Alex Matthews

Vosper Thorneycroft
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MN welcomed members followed by a round-table introduction.  

There were no actions from the previous meeting.

As Helen Aspell was delayed, the next item on the agenda was a presentation by Patrick Lingwood, Cycling Development Co-ordinator for NCS (National Cycling Strategy) South.
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Presentation by Patrick Lingwood of Cyclists Touring Club (CTC)


Question & Answer Session:
Q1
What work is being done with local councils?

A1
Developing safer networks.  Trying to promote small scale cycling schemes and trying to raise the profile of cycling.

Q2
Is it happening?

A2
Slowly.  Resources are a problem.  The council is trying to concentrate on working with local people who are interested in cycling.

Q3
What is central government doing?

A3
We are working to push cycling on to the agenda.  A lot of convincing is still needed.

Q4
Has a vicious circle been going on for too long?

A4
There has been an uphill struggle.  Central government needs to ‘sell’ the concept and encourage local government to promote such things as:

· Cycle training for children

· Cycling as a modern method of transport

· Point out that cycling can be a part of promoting social inclusion.

· More joined up thinking between various government departments.

These things should be taken into consideration by planning department.

Cycling helps people to live longer, is one of the best forms of exercise there is and enables staff to be more alert after cycling to work.
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2004 Promotional Events : Amanda Morris

Amanda circulated details of forthcoming events, which included:


Tuesday 24 February
:
ACT Annual Conference


Wednesday 12 May
:
Commuter Challenge


Wednesday 16 June
:
Bike2Work Day


Sunday 20 June
:
‘Try Out a Bike’ event at Gunwharf Quays

‘Car Free Day’ is a European initiative being investigated.  If it cannot be organised this year, then we would definitely be taking part in 2005.

Groundwork Trust:  This is a charity hoping to expand into the Portsmouth area.  It works in cooperation with local authorities, voluntary agencies and the private sector to undertake a variety of environmental projects and schemes in the local community.  Ian Sesnan asked if there were any local private sector organisations that might be interested in joining the Board if the Trust does move to the Portsmouth area.  

For more information telephone Ian Sesnan direct on 0208-671-1041, e-mail ian@iansesnan.co.uk or visit their website on: www.groundwork.org.uk.
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Information Exchange


Paul Denyer – PCC:  Amanda circulated a written report from Paul Denyer.

Helen Martin - Stagecoach: Joint travel ticketing now been given approval.  It took a lot of effort owing to problems with regulations regarding competition law.  It was hoped the scheme could be launched in the next 6 to 8 weeks.  Currently the scheme would involve First Provincial and Stagecoach, but it was hoped to involve the smaller operators shortly and eventually also include train operators.

Prices were not yet known, but daily and possibly weekly tickets would be available for purchase direct from the driver.

The scheme would in place by the next SignPOST meeting.

Barbara Green - Highbury College:  Would welcome ideas for cost effective security storage for bicycles.  The college had experienced vandalism and theft of bicycles.  Resourcing could also be a problem.  Some suggestions offered:

· Southampton University had a locked storage area opened with a swipe card issued to everyone using the area.

· Information on cycle security could be found on the internet

· There was a system in operation called ‘BROXAP’ (info from Amanda)

· At Eastleigh there was a transparent locked bike shed with keys given to users (information from Jenny Deane).

John Auric - PHA Group:  Was looking for information about Car Clubs (ie: sharing cars, not lifts in cars).  There was something similar in either Swansea or Cardiff and possibly Brighton.

Alan Baulf - HM Naval Base:  Travel Survey had been completed (out of 4,000 people contacted 1,100 replies had been received).

Access to postal codes was requested, but because of copyright restrictions it was not possible to copy a postcode map.  Amanda to check whether PCC could help.

Paula Gilfilan – HM Naval Base (Second Sea Lord):  Travel plan had not yet been completed.  The plan had to be ‘sold’ and there was a need to work out the costs/benefits, then get approval from senior management.  Hoped to organise a half-day workshop.

Requested information on how a survey could be used to produce a travel plan.

Jenny Deane - Inland Revenue:  Had only been in post for a few months and travel plans formed only part of her remit.  She needed help and advice and hoped to get other people involved.

Amy Bristow - Hampshire CC:  Travelwise dates to be sent through to MN.

Had been developing guidance notes for the production of travel plans setting out general outline, what information is required, etc.  This can be sent to anyone interested.  Information also available on the web: www.hants.gov.uk
Hampshire CC had a small fund of money (up to £5,000) that could be used for provision of showers etc.  It had to be match funded and a bid had to be put in.  The closing date was in February.

Maureen Newton - P&SE Hants Chamber of Commerce:  Entries again being sought for the 2004 Hampshire and Isle of Wight Sustainable Business Awards.  Sustainable Transport is one of the categories under Resource Management.  Closing date for entries is 27 February.  Application forms can be obtained from the Chamber on 023 9244 9449 or by e-mail from maggie.francis@hants.gov.uk

Fiona Turnbull - PCC Primary Care Trust:  The PCT does not yet have a travel plan.  A bike-borrowing scheme had been initiated and would commence in February.

Lisa Phillips - Zurich Financial Services:  No 64 bus introduced from Gosport to Whitely was gaining increasing use.  It was being used by the general public as well as Zurich staff.

Ann Couch - BAE Systems:  Had just taken over the plan and was about to carry out a survey.  A successful scheme to encourage people not to use their cars has been set up.  Shower and locker facilities plus more cycle parks had been provided.
Amanda Morris - PCC:  Amanda would be on maternity leave from 13 February, but hoped to be returning to work in September.  In the meantime Emma Kenning on (023) 9283 4590 or emma.kenning@portsmouth.gov.uk would be the PCC contact.

Sport England was supporting physical activities, including a Cycling scheme.

John Miller - B&Q:  New travel plan to be launched on the B&Q intranet in February.  It would be accessible to all B&Q sites throughout the UK.

Held own very successful National Event on 20 November 2003 including B&Q sites in the UK including Northern Ireland.  Staff came away with more information about how they could use their special travel budgets.

Head Office Travel Plan just started.

Tony Saunders B&Q Warehouse:  Showed members the B&Q facilities for cyclists and noted it was hoped to expand the shower facilities in the near future.  The Travel Plans were strategically placed at the front of the store where staff and visitors exited to give them maximum impact.  The cycle store was now covered by a CCTV camera 24 hours per day.

The Travel Plan was relaunched every 6 months or so to stimulate interest by staff.
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Venue and Date of Next Meeting


Wednesday 12 May at 2.00 pm.  Hosted by Portsmouth City Council.

