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1.
Introductions / apologies for absence

Maureen welcomed members to the Travel Forum.



2.
Actions from last minutes

There were no actions from last meeting’s minutes.  Maureen updated the group on the parking charges in Gosport.  There has been a verbal response received from Gosport Borough Council that they are undertaking a study survey.  Their representative, Linda Dine had been invited to the Travel Forum but was not available to attend.



3.
Home to Hub – Groundwork Solent 

Groundwork Solent representative Rachel Weston, who is the organisation’s Community Programmes Manager, gave a 10 minute presentation introducing the work of Groundwork Solent and the Home to Hub project.  Copies of the slideshow were distributed (electronic versions available from Amanda Morris).  The following points were raised in addition to the bullet points in the handouts:

· Research needs to be carried out into the current parking charges in Gosport for those taking the ferry, which has caused an increase in traffic around the harbour.  Ferry and bus timetables will need to be matched to ensure efficient connections

· Portsmouth is an ideal city as a “test bed” for pilot projects due to its easy access to transport modes and suitable landscape for cycling

· Hindrances to potential initiatives (slide 7) include cycle theft and unsuitability of some roads to go on foot such as Western Road

· Rachel invited members to participate by undertaking travel plan surveys and identifying barriers. A separate meeting will be arranged for those interested in bringing this forward.  Amanda will organise a date at the end of June.

· There is no bus service to the Broadmarsh area and it is accessible only by car.  The road layout is not cycle friendly and many who work in that area are on low income who cannot afford to get to work by public transport.  Rachel said that sustainability will need to be looked at if a project is to go ahead.  Unfortunately, developers and the infrastructure are not thought out together, e.g. North Harbour.  All new sites are required to produce travel plans but they tend to be weak because most are designed by the developer and not the user.
· Public transport needs to be cheaper, especially for 17-19 year olds who need to travel to college, for example from Somerstown to Highbury.  Such initiatives are not easy with restrictive funding.
· It was suggested that we could look into the Urban Bus Initiative Challenge in which Nottingham City Council are currently involved with.
· Equal Opportunities Policy makes it difficult for employers to advertise vacancies only in the local area.  The result is that a number of people living locally may not be able to take up employment close to home.
· Hindrances to walkers include poor signage, street lighting, footpaths, and deprivation areas/fear of crime


4.
Trafalgar 200

As Richard Lumley from PCC was not available, Amanda Morris briefly went through the handout prepared by Richard (document attached). The following points were raised:

· Businesses should encourage their employees to take alternative forms of transport into work

· Why not extend the Park and Ride times (currently at 9.30am) to provide bus services during the rush hour?

· Tony Davis said that the University has been approached by a number of parties including emergency services asking for permission to use its parking facilities

· Mike Browning reported that car parking  within the Dockyard will be suspended 2 weeks prior to T200, and for one week after the event



5.
FIRST Buses

David Garney from First gave a 10-minute presentation on Green Travel using FIRST Buses.  David to send electronic copy of this to Amanda.

In response to the presentation, the following points were made by members:

· Young people need to be educated with this information, for example during assembly.  David said that presentations are made to headteachers and other businesses using shopfloors to factories, etc, but would be happy to include schools in future.

· Discounts on tickets are not enough for youngsters, especially those over 16.  David emphasised that bulk purchases would mean a bigger discount, irrespective of the size of the company or organisation.

· David will check the ridership on the A3 route - no. 40 and 41 service.  He said that targeted mailshots have been sent.  David to pass data onto Amanda.

· Amanda commented that the Route 1 in Poole operates on a circular route and costs only 50p for use all day.  The group agreed that flat fares would be more attractive.  It was noted that this could be difficult in certain areas.  Others suggest transferable tickets where they can be used by more than one person.  Stagecoach already offer these.

· There are night buses running in Southampton after 11pm.  Could similar services be available in Portsmouth?  University of Portsmouth operate their own night time services.



6.
Information Exchange

Barbara Green (Highbury College)

· The Transport Survey on North Harbour proved to be very successful

· 32 people took part in the Commuter Challenge, an increase from last year

Mike Browning (BAE Systems)

· One third of staff responded to a survey to expand changing facilities

Tony Davis (University of Portsmouth)

· Bike Safe is now operating at Park Building where access can only be gained using a swipe card 

Tracy Ford (Havant Borough Council)

· Will need to decide on the cost of all-in-one tickets

· One third of staff responded to Commuter Challenge and parking was not a problem on the day even though it coincided with Mayor Making.  The data received will be used to work on the travel plan.  Many have shown interest by asking when the next Commuter Challenge will take place.  

· Regarding transport information, a number of staff were not aware of available shower facilities, etc.  Amanda said that the Go Green Travel Update she produces periodically is useful in reminding staff of events and information.

Gwil Williams (East Hants District Council)

· The A3 bus corridor is now extended to Clanfield

· They are looking to produce a travel plan with 5 free days of consultation offered by Energy Efficiency.  If anyone is interested in receiving free consultation, they should note that at least a clear 6 months is required for applications

Helen Martin (Stagecoach)

· 2 bus drivers took part in Commuter Challenge

· The Big Bus Show is taking place to mark the 90th anniversary of the great Southdown Motor Services and 25 years of Stagecoach, at the Stagecoach Portsmouth depot in Walton Road, Farlington, on Sunday 12 June.  There will be free rides included.  Flyers were made available at the meeting.  For more information, go to www.stagecoachbus.com/south.  Amanda will also publicise this event on the Go Green Travel Update.

Goiezeder Cotano (Portsmouth Housing Association)

· There was a complaint from a participant of Commuter Challenge that the bus service from Bishops Waltham is now stopping at Fareham due to new EU regulations that affect bus drivers.  Passengers will need to take a connecting bus at Fareham into Portsmouth.

· PHA is working with communities in Gosport, Fareham and Portsmouth where 80% of its tenants are on low income out of which 30% are single parents.  PHA to talk to First about multiple use of tickets for these tenants and welfare workers.

John Miller (B&Q Travel Plans Manager)

· Over 55 B&Q stores in the UK have travel plans, though not many keep going.  Need to encourage store co-ordinators to attend local forums.

· Trudy Fisher secured a good deal with Fitness First who will provide free fitness checks around all B&Q stores with discounts available for membership.

Amanda Morris

· Amanda produced an update for members (document attached) and circulated the “Hampshire County Council Workplace Co-ordinator update” by Amy Bristow.



8.
Future meeting presentations

· Natasha Kerrigan from Portsmouth City PCT has requested a presentation about the LTP (methodology of accessibility strategy).  

· Amanda suggested Whizz Go, a car share club.



9.
Venue and date of next meeting

The date of the next meeting is on Wednesday 28 September 2005, in the Lord Mayor’s Banqueting Suite, Guildhall, Portsmouth.  The Commuter Challenge Award Ceremony will take place from 1-2pm

and the Signpost meeting from 2-4pm. 

Any items for the agenda to Amanda Morris or Maureen Frost.




The meeting ended at 3.50pm

List of documents

1. Groundwork Solent and First Buses presentation slides (if you require a copy, please get in touch with Amanda Morris)

2. Trafalgar 200/IFOS Travel Information

3. Update Sheet from Amanda Morris / Amy Bristow
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