
SignPOST Forum

Held on Wednesday 28 September 2005, 2pm at

The Lord Mayor’s Banqueting Room, Guildhall, Guildhall Square, Portsmouth

Maureen Frost (Portsmouth & S E Hants Chamber of Commerce) presided

Present:

Maureen Frost


P&SEH Chamber of Commerce

John Slater


Portsmouth City Council (Planning Service)

Lisa Phillips 


Zurich Financial Services

Andy Silvester


Team Portsmouth (HM Naval Base)

Amanda Morris


Portsmouth City Council (Planning Service)

Goizeder Cotano

Portsmouth Housing Association

Pete Robinson


Stagecoach

James Parker


District Transport Manager, Q A Hospital

Tracey Ford


Havant Borough Council

Laura Hirst 


Hampshire County Council 

David Garney


FIRST Buses

Dirk van Dijl


City Car Club

Mark Hillyer


City Car Club

Phil Gallagher


City Car Club

Charles Burns


Community Network

Laura Hirst
 

Hampshire County Council

Julie Wong


Portsmouth City Council (record)

Apologies:

Susan Harris


FSL

Dr Helen Walters

PCT

Mike Browning


BAE 

Rachel Weston


Groundwork Solent

David Ford


CSC

Nick Ralph


PDSCR

Frank Postel


Tulip Inn 

Dawn Halfacre


PETA 

Claire Brown


City Technology

Carole Redman


IBM 

David Shimmell


Priory School

Barbara Green


Highbury College

Dave Probert


Astrium 

Andy Wilcocks


VT Ltd

Nicky Johnson


PCT 

Gwil Williams


East Hampshire District Council
1.
Introductions 

Maureen welcomed members and guests to the SignPOST Forum.



2.
Presentation from John Slater, Planning Service (Portsmouth City Council)

John presented an overview of Portsmouth City Council’s (PCC) Provisional Local Transport Plan.  The LTP document is available to view or download via www.portsmouth.gov.uk/living/5178.html. If you would like a copy of the presentation slides, please contact Amanda Morris (contact details listed at the end of this document).  PCC would welcome any comments or suggestions to be sent to Mr John Slater at Portsmouth City Council, Planning Service, Floor 4, Civic Offices, Guildhall Square, Portsmouth PO1 2AU.

 


John also informed the group of a Community Network Conference taking place on Monday 31 October 2005 at 1.15pm in The Third Floor Arts Centre, Central Library, Guildhall Square Portsmouth.  Invitations have been sent out and will involve representations from the Chamber of Commerce, the Health Authority, First Bus Company etc.  The conference will focus on future transport in the city.




A question was raised in respect of the current situation of the Light Rapid Transport.   John reported that a decision by the government was expected on 21 July 2005, but no announcement had since been made.  The outlook is not positive at this stage as powers of authority will run out next year.

Maureen encouraged members to look at the LTP and feedback to PCC with their comments.  A small working group can be set up to facilitate this.  Maureen and Amanda will send out an e-mail to everyone with further details.



3.
Minutes from last meeting (26.5.2005)

There were no matters arising from last meeting’s minutes.



4.
Future of the SignPOST Forum

The SignPOST Forum was set up 3 years ago and has now grown to about 70 members.  Maureen invited members to share their thoughts on Forum.  The general feedback was good:

· For smaller organisations where resources are limited, the Forum provides useful information and resource

· Small working groups would be useful

· The current number of meetings are sufficient (three times a year)

· Maureen stressed that the agenda for each meeting is driven by the group and members are invited to submit items for the agenda.



5.
Transport Conversation

Charles Burns introduced Transport Conversation which aims to provide those living in the City of Portsmouth the opportunity to share opinions about moving around the city and how things might be improved.  Handouts were passed to the group.  If you need a copy of this, please contact Amanda.



6.
Presentation from Dirk van Dijl (City Car Club)

Dirk gave a presentation on the City Car Club which is now operating in Edinburgh, London, Bristol, Brighton & Hove, and Huddersfield.  It hopes to launch in Portsmouth on 31 October to coincide with the Community Network Conference.  Some of the points raised during the presentation include:

· Two separate accounts can be set up for business and private use

· City Car Club can offer a service to the housing association’s staff as well as its tenants

· For larger organisations such as Portsmouth City Council, block bookings can be made during the working week.  It can also try out the scheme starting with one department 

· Who pays the initial cost?  In Edinburgh it is the city council, as they started the initiative.  In Bristol, it is the European Lottery Community and in Portsmouth it will come from developers’ funding

· Funding usually covers 2 years and at the end of the period, a review is carried out on the viability of the scheme in terms of accessibility and environment etc.

· According to a survey carried out by the company, 42% of their members gave up their cars and 29% deferred buying a car.

· Queen Street Heritage area car park and the Pompey Village in Fratton may support this scheme.

Brochures were made available at the Forum.  More information on the City Car Club can be found on www.smartmoves.co.uk.

If you would like a copy of the presentation slides, please contact Amanda Morris (contact details listed at the end of this document).



7.
Information Exchange


James Parker (District Transport Manager, Q A Hospital)

Park and Ride scheme at the hospital will increase to 200 by March 2006 with plans to increase to 300 in the future.




Pete Robinson from Stagecoach 

Reported that the new timetable for the temporary diversion on the no. 21 during the closure of Copnor Bridge is now available.




Laura Hirst (Hampshire County Council) 

Laura has now taken over from Amy Bristow as Travel Plan Adviser (Business)




Goizeder Cotano (Portsmouth Housing Association)

The Portsmouth Housing Association are moving to the former P&O head office on Mile End Road.  Staff have raised concern over the safety of the subway.  They would also require up to date information on bus timetables.




Lisa Phillips (Zurich Financial Services)

Staff who car pool benefit from a shorter waiting list for a designated parking space.  The idea is slowing catching on.


Tracy Ford (Havant Borough Council)

The ‘All in One’ fare for the Hayling Ferry connection is working well which has also made some profit for the council.   The fare covers the taxi journey to the ferry (within southern Hayling), the ferry crossing and the bus journey from the Hard to Commercial Road.  More people are sharing taxis on Hayling Island.  Prices will alter due to rising fuel costs.  

A question was raised as to whether this scheme can extend to the whole of the island but it cannot compete with another scheme taking passengers from the North of the Island to Havant Bus Station. 




Andy Silvester (Portsmouth Naval Base)

The travel plan is being updated and there will be a Roadshow by Groundwork Solent.  The East Gate is due to change its name to Trafalgar Gate.




Amanda Morris (Portsmouth City Council)

Amanda provided everyone with a copy of the PCC update.  If you require a copy, please get in touch with Amanda.


Maureen Frost (Portsmouth and South East Hampshire Chamber of Commerce and Industry)

A breakfast briefing to update on the Ferry Port is scheduled for 16 November.  




Date of next meeting

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 22 February 2006 at 2pm, Havant Borough Council, Civic Offices, Civic Centre Road, Havant.  For meeting dates scheduled for 2006, please refer to Updates for the SignPOST meeting handout.





The meeting ended at 3.20pm

Contact details:

Amanda Morris – Portsmouth City Council, Planning Service, 4th Floor, Civic Offices, Guildhall Square, Portsmouth PO1 2AU.  Tel: 023 9284 1332.  E-mail: amanda.morris@portstmouthcc.gov.uk

Maureen Frost - Portsmouth and South East Hampshire Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Regional Business Centre, Harts Farm Way, Havant, Hants PO9 1HR. Tel: 023 9244 9449.  
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