Minutes

Sign-POST Meeting

(Supporting People on Sustainable Transport)

Wednesday 13 February 2002 at 2.00 pm

Hosted by:
Portsmouth City Council

Guildhall, Portsmouth

Attendees:
Maureen Newton
Portsmouth & SE Hants Chamber of Commerce

Maggie Francis

Hants & IoW Business Environment Forum

Jayne Rogers

Travel Plan Officer, Portsmouth City Council

Paul Denyer

Portsmouth City Council

Lindsay McCurdey
Portsmouth City Council

Carole Redman

IBM

Gillian Cook

University of Portsmouth

Alison Peace

Benefits Agency

Apologies:
Gwil Williams

East Hants District Council

Brian Shimmell

Priory School

Conrad Haigh

Hampshire County Council

Peg Hulse

Portsmouth High School

Lisa Phillips

Zurich Insurance

Amanda Morris

Portsmouth City Council

Minutes

1 Introduction / Apologies for Absence
Maureen Newton welcomed members.  A round-the-table introduction followed.  Apologies for absence as above.  A large number of people had not responded which makes deciding whether to proceed with the meeting difficult.  

ACTION ALL:  please advise whether or not you will be attending the next meeting using the feedback sheet provided with the Agenda

Maureen introduced Maggie Francis who had replaced Jackie Watts as Co-ordinator of the Hampshire & Isle of Wight Business Environment Forum.


i. Presentation and demonstration of Duel Fuel Vehicle
Members were given a short presentation explaining the advantages of the new Toyota Prius duel fuel vehicle which runs on electric and petrol and following this were able to examine one of these cars in detail.  

3. Minutes of the last meeting and Matters Arising

a
Item 4 : Paragraph 3:  Carole Redman reported that use of the IBM shuttle bus by 
commuters in general was not possible as it was already fully subscribed by their own 
staff.

b
Item 4:  Paul Denyer confirmed that the respondents to the original letter had been contacted and a meeting arranged for Wednesday 20 March at 2.00pm, but a venue was required.  Members based around Northarbour to be approached by Paul Denyer

c
Item 5:  No comments from members re tax on subsidised travel for employees, and   MN had incorporated PD’s letter into the response from the SignPOST group

d
Item 7:  (i) Report on ‘Tapestry’ conference, (ii) Manned Response Bus, (iii) 
Hospital Transport Report to be carried forward to the next meeting.

e
Item 8
(b)  Presentation from monorail at the next meeting.

(c)  The large map showing areas under discussion was displayed.

(h)   X27 bus – Southampton to Portsmouth.  PD reported that Southampton Council was prepared to finance this from April 2002 and it was hoped to sign a 5 year contract in the near future.


4.
Update on SignPOST Website

The website now nearly complete.  AM to put in final details plus photographs and it should be up and running by the next meeting in May.  It was noted that members had to sign consent forms before their details could be put onto the site. Consent forms were circulated to those present for signatures and return to MN as soon as possible.  Consent forms would be posted to those members not present at the meeting with the minutes.

AM wanted to have details of who would be advertising on the site, and also asked for guidance on what charges should be made.


5.
Nottingham Cycling Initiative
PD circulated leaflets from Nottingham County Council giving details of their Nottingham Cycle Friendly Employers’ Project as an example of initiatives being taken in other areas.

JR had attended a presentation where B&Q had described what actions they were taking to encourage staff to leave cars at home and travel to work by other means.  It was agreed that B&Q should be asked to give a presentation to the Group at a future meeting and could also be approached for a case study for the Website.
Action: Jayne Rogers

6.
Bike Week and Bike2Work
PD confirmed that this year there was to be a Bike to Work Week from 15 – 23 June.  The City Council would have a display in Commercial Road during the previous week, and there would also be a display in the Cascades Centre.

AM was arranging for T shirts to be printed with relevant logos and members should contact her to arrange for supplies. Contact amorris@portsmouthcc.gov.uk
 

IBM would appreciate details of cycling initiatives for their Intranet – ACTION A Morris
Other initiatives being considered:

‘Bike Doctor’ initiative;
Cycle Passports to be provided that could be stamped and names of those who had 
cycled for   3 days or more could be entered into a prize draw .
Sponsorship – proceeds could be given to the Lord Mayor’s appeal.

Others events also being planned such as a Ride Around the Harbour, Children’s Ride etc.

Information about this to be put into the new Website and also sent to MN for inclusion in the Chamber’s monthly magazine.  Details to be sent in time to go into the April issue.
Action: PD, JR, AM, MN

7.
Campaign on Rail Fares
MN circulated a leaflet describing a campaign for simpler, cheaper train fares being organised by Transport 2000’s Platform Network.  Members were asked if they thought the group should join in with this campaign and if so what action should be taken by MN.

PD then circulated a paper with comments from their staff that the City Council planned to submit to the Strategic Rail Authority (SRA).

It was agreed that MN should send comments to the Fares Review, SRA based on the points highlighted in the PD’s proposal document (circulated) plus the issue of businesses being penalised by higher fares for travelling to early meetings.


8.
Update on Local Schemes
a
Cosham interchange:  Agreement almost reached to relocate the bus shelter (classed as object of historic interest) which will then enable the site to be enhanced. 

b
Isambard Brunel Road scheme:  This scheme had been delayed but it was now 
expected that the work would start in May and finish around Christmas time 2002.  It 
was hoped that it would encourage S W Trains to spend some money on improving the railway station.


c
EU Project – Rivescelt:  An EU Cycle Route project linking Celtic nations of France, Wales and Ireland.  Portsmouth’s involvement was because of the close ferry links with France.  PD to attend a meeting in Fishguard.  Discussions on developing cycle routes and how Portsmouth could benefit from the project.

d
National Cycling Strategy Board:  Steve Norris aiming to give cycling a high profile.  
As a member of the National Cycling Board he visited Portsmouth to give details of a grant that may available.


9.
Agree Agenda items for the next meeting

a
Carr West – monorail presentation (confirmed)
b
ETSU – Happy to provide a speaker to give a 30 minute overview.
c
Report on ‘Tapestry’ Conference
d
Manned response bus
e
Hospital Transport report

10.
Any Other Business

AM to be asked to chase up those members who have not attended the meetings to see whether still interested in the Group.

PD to ask Viv to talk about National Cycle Week (8 May meeting).

MN:  A national Website was being set up for those interested in staff travel issues.  Address is: www.topica.com/lists/businesstravelnetwork
7 March 2002 – Chamber running a Transport Conference – Richard Noble is the key note speaker.  Members to let MN know if interested in attending.  Bookings need to be made at least a week before the conference.

11.
Venue for next meeting : Wed 8 May 2002

Board Room, 3rd floor,  University House (next to Hotel Ibis) 2pm-4pm






