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1 Introductions / Apologies for Absence


Brief round the table introduction for those new to the group

2 Presentation on the Proposed Monorail System by John Ayres of Carr West

John Ayres gave a full presentation on the background and current progress of the proposed monorail system in Portsmouth, describing how and why the 7 mile route from QA Hospital to Clarence Pier had been proposed and which points would be linked together.  Edmund Nuttall had been appointed as contractor to build the monorail.  Advantages of the monorail included:

-
Proven safe technology
-
Economic to construct – no public money required
-
Low operational costs
-
Unqualified support from the Disabled Forum
-
Traffic reduction
It was expected that construction would commence following a public enquiry in late 2002 or early 2003, the first phase opening in late 2005 and second in late 2007.

Following the presentation questions were put to Mr Ayres:
Q1
How would commuters be encouraged to use the monorail.
A1
Approximately one third of the population were living within 10 minutes of a station and it was expected that employers would encourage staff to use the new system.


Q2 What would be the methods of payment
A2 Ordinary paper tickets would be in use, and it was hoped that smart cards 


would become available which could also be used by trains and possibly taxis.  Employers might be able to purchase discounted cards in bulk to pass on to employees.

Q3
In view of the need to get commuters in and out of Portsmouth from along the coast in both directions, was there any prospect of extending the monorail.
A3
Not in the foreseeable future.

PR

Confirmed the NHS Trust’s full support for this scheme.


3 Minutes of the last meeting and Matters Arising

a
It was noted that Jayne Rogers official title was ‘Safe Routes to School Officer’ for Portsmouth City Council and not Travel Plan Officer as stated in the last minutes.

b
MN noted that there had been a much improved response from attendees and apologies from those unable to attend.  Please ensure that we have your e-mail addresses for ease of communication

c
Item 7 – Campaign on Rail  Fares – MN had sent comments to the SRA as agreed at the last meeting.


4   Debate on the future direction and objectives for SignPOST

MN asked AM to co-ordinate this item.  Members were divided into 3 groups and asked for views on two questions:

Question 1:  What were/are your expectations of the forum?  

-
Exchange of ideas
-
Keeping abreast of local initiatives
-
Having an input – by reporting back – by affecting decisions
-
Forum for discussion on common problems
-
Responding to government/council/county initiatives
-
Finding out about financial links/benefits, possible co-operative ventures/applications
-
Operate as local pressure group
-
Facilitate negotiation – data, routes, timing.

 -
Find out about ways to enable staff to get to work
-
Gain awareness of local initiatives and synergy with local business
-
Pool ideas, experiences and share best practice
 
-
Establish contacts
-
Awareness of direction
-
Obtaining information
-
Voicing difficulties, and helping discover solutions
-
Staying in touch with what is happening
-
Having influence.

Question 2:  How can we improve the forum?

-
Travel plans – Ideas broken down into sections and examined
-
Examples of local companies who already have travel plans – explaining the how and 
why of the plans
- 
Collective approach to available funding – putting heads together

-
Reduce frequency of meetings (by one?)
-
Selection of attractive/interesting guest speakers
-
Regular updating/feedback on developments, eg: A3 corridor, monorail, LRT (before 
press)
-
Feedback on government initiatives and local responses

-
Ensure greater use of electronic communication
-
To encourage linking and sharing experiences with other local groups
-
More external speakers on specific subjects of interest that are issue driven

Following discussions it was felt that there should be fewer, but longer meetings to give members more time to exchange information etc.  Therefore there should be a meeting every 4 months.  It was felt that perhaps the August meeting could be changed to September.  MN would then draw up a schedule of meetings for 2003 and circulate members in due course.

It was agreed that the next meeting would be held at Highbury College on a date in September to be advised.

A point was made that members should try to maintain e-mail discipline – ie messages should be short and succinct.

MN stressed that members’ input to the forum was crucial and again noted that she would be very happy for anyone else to chair future meetings.  It was not an arduous task and anyone interested was asked to contact her.  The Chamber will continue to provide the Secretariat

4 Information Exchange (Updates from around the table)

Maggie Francis:  Suggested co-operation with the BEF (Business Environmental Forum).  She would be happy to send details to anyone interested. 023 9244 9449 bef@chamber.org.uk

James Hewetson:  ACIS would be able to help businesses with travel plans 

Peter Rocchiccioci:  Hospital travel plans were progressing with the aim of reducing private transport by 25%.  There were a number of suggestions as to how the situation could be improved, but discussions would be held with staff prior to any implementation.

Tracey Ford:  Havant BC travel plans were not progressing at present.  However plans were being made to help people travel to work by public transport in the Havant BC area.

Amanda Morris:  Website:   Now finished and open.  Can be seen on www.zaxx.co.uk and members will be notified when it goes ‘live’.  Members would find the linkages easy to follow and great care had been taken to avoid duplication.

National Bike Week:  Ride Round the Harbour now to be held on Sunday 9 June. On Sunday 23 June (last day of Bike Week) there would be a ‘Bike Try Out’ Road Show held at Gunwharf .

Bike to Work:  Free T shirts would be available to encourage staff to cycle to work

Funding for Cycling Projects:  Bids could be made for projects such as shower facilities, and secure cycle parks to encourage staff to cycle to work.  However, these must be applied for by 1 July.

Tax on Subsidised Transport:  There had been a change to the tax situation regarding subsidised tickets for staff.  Companies were now able to subsidise tickets without incurring tax or national insurance contributions.

Brian Shimell:  School travel plan is progressing.  Suggested that a member of the Youth Forum should be invited to join SignPOST.  A suitable person could be recommended by the Youth Service.

Maureen Newton:  Would ask ETSU to provide a speaker for the next meeting.

Next Meeting

To be held at Highbury College Thursday 26 September at 2pm

PAGE  
1

