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MINUTES

Sign-POST Meeting

(Supporting People on Sustainable Transport)

Thursday 26 September 2002 at 2.0 pm

Hosted by:

Highbury College, Dovercourt Road, Cosham, Portsmouth

Attendees:
Amy Bristow


HCC

Gwill Williams


EHDC

Maureen Newton

P & SE H CC&I

Amanda Morris

PCC

Dave Probert


Astrium Space

Tara Spragg


B & Q

Richard Osborne

DN PCP CEPO

Gillian Cook


University of Portsmouth

Dave Thompson

Alenia Marconi

Ann Lowther


Dept of Work and Pensions

Lorna Bowditch

Highbury College

Frankie Owens

Portsmouth Technopole

Jayne Rogers


Safe Routes to Schools Officer - PCC

Apologies

Conrad Haigh


HCC

David Hislop


BAE Systems

Carole Redman

IBM

Nicky Payne


GAP

Dave Ford


CSC

Phil Scoates


De La Rue

Lynn Norland


Portsmouth High School

David Fairall


Vosper

Stewart Cameron

Groupama Insurances

Brian Shimell


Priory School

Peter Rocchiccioci

Portsmouth Hospitals NHS Trust

Dave Long


Land Registry

Barbara Green 

Highbury College

Lindsay McCurdey

PCC

Paul Denyer


PCC

1
Introductions / Apologies for Absence

Apologies were noted as above.

2
Presentation on Travel Plan Resource

Simon Collings of Energy Efficiency Best Practice Programme (EEBPP) gave a presentation describing the services offered by the EEBPP.  He gave the reasons (economic, health and environment) why both large and small organisations needed to implement travel programmes and explained that the EEBPP provided a free consultancy service to help set up these plans.  The consultancy package would generally include a free 5 day on-site consultancy provided by one of EEBPP’s 40 advisors.  Prior to the consultation the organisation would need to complete a pre-visit questionnaire and any resulting travel plans would be produced by the organisation itself with advice from EEBPP.  In addition it was advised that the local authority should be kept informed of any plans prior to implementation.

He also pointed out the advantages of using fleet cars and noted that an additional 2 days’ free consultancy would be available for organisations intending to use fleet vehicles.

Information was available:

Travel Plan and Green Fleet Management:
0800-585-794 (env. and energy Helpline)






www.energy-efficiency.gov.uk/transport
Motorvate:




0808-100-9100







www.greenerfleet.org.uk
Following the presentation the meeting split into 3 groups to discuss how best the EEBPP resource could be used locally.

4
SignPOST Website Demonstration

AM gave a demonstration of the new SignPOST website.  It was very simple to navigate round the various sites and members would find much useful information already there, including public transport information and travel plans etc.

Input was needed from members and forms circulated for members to complete and return to AM as soon as possible to ensure all SignPOST who wish to be are listed on the site.

Action: 
MN to send forms to those not attending this meeting 



All members to complete forms and return to AM.

It was suggested the website be advertised in in-house journals.  AM asked users enter the website through search engines which was apparently advantageous.  

The site had not been launched officially and it was agreed the launch should be at the next meeting in January.  The offer from Frankie Owens of Portsmouth Technopole to help with the launch was accepted with thanks.

5
Commuter Challenge

AM circulated information on a ‘Commuter Challenge’ event she had seen in Canada and felt might be possible to replicate here. Points to consider were:

· Week-long event for commuters

· Country-wide potential

· Leave car at home and reduce pollution

· Have a website

· Organisations or individuals could register

Events in Ottawa included:

· Bike to work day

· Clean air day

· Telecommute day

· Green commuter relay (baton being a briefcase!?)

It would have to be translated into something more suitable for the UK/Portsmouth.  

· the event to last for a day rather than a week?

· SignPOST members to challenge each other?

· One person from each organisation to co-ordinate events?

· Incentives – trophy?
Percentage of pollution cut?

· Could become an annual event?

Members expressed interest and it was agreed to set up a steering group to organise a suitable event.  The group would need to decide when the event should be held, production of literature and find sponsorship for the prizes.  Volunteers from Astrium & B&Q to be involved. 

Action:
Those interested in forming the steering group please contact MN or AM

6
Information Exchange

Gillian Cook:  Pleased to report that Dr Timothy Goodhead had agreed to co-ordinate the Transport Management System across the whole of the University and she was looking forward to positive action taking place.

Ann Lowther:  (Department of Work and Pensions rather than Benefits Agency).  The South East Region now had the EM System, but it was early days and there was nothing else to report.

Dave Probert:  Had been able to persuade Astrium of the financial and environmental benefits of video-conferencing rather than expensive overseas travel.   Installation had cost £15,000, but it was estimated that the Company would achieve payback within 15 to 18 months.  Progress on the travel plan had stalled, but the first part of the questionnaire was to be carried out across 2 sites.

Richard Osborne:  Initial meeting held in April to analyse each site.  Further meeting 10 September to progress. Likely that HMS Collingwood will accept the consultancy offer from EEBPP.  Richard moving to new job in October but hopes successor will continue good work.  Thanks to Amanda & Conrad for al their help to date.

Amy Bristow:  (Attending in place of Conrad Haigh who would be leaving in October)  Reported that the database had been set up and would be updated with 100 names.  Action on Whiteley and Segenswick   A car sharing scheme to be implemented.

Lorna Bowditch:  (Attending in place of Barbara Green)  No information to report.

Tara Spragg:  There were parking problems at B&Q Head Office.  Travel Plan in process of implementation.  ‘Jam Busters’ special software had been installed on B&Q intranet. Staff could register and be put in touch with car sharing schemes.  So far 15 teams were in operation.  The Company was planning to purchase a fleet of bicycles to encourage staff to leave their cars at home.  Lots of other plans were in progress.   B&Q happy to provide a speaker for a future meeting.

Action:  Representative from B&Q to give a presentation at the next but one meeting (14 May 2003).

Gill Williams:  Travel Plan for Petersfield in progress – 3 meetings held to date.  Safe Travel to School – discussions taking place re a yellow bus for use in the Horndean area.

Frankie Owens:  10 or 11 companies now on the Technopole site.  Video conferencing facilities in place.  Pool bicycles available.  FO encouraging companies to be more environmentally aware and providing help where possible.

Simon Collings:  EEBPP road shows being planned.  Dates to be advised.

Amanda Morris:  Circulated a sheet giving information and updates on progress.

Jayne Rogers:  2 schemes were progressing, one in Drayton.  A provisional scheme being planned along Jubilee Avenue where there were a number of schools.

Maureen Newton:   The route for the monorail had finally been agreed (details circulated).  Hampshire Parking Strategy now published - copies available from AM.   After 2 years, the Chamber had finally succeeded in getting a bus service from Havant Station to the Chamber offices.

MN also circulated a ‘What’s Going On Update’ sheet.

7
Venue and Date of Next Meeting

Tuesday 21 January 2003 – 2.00 pm at Portsmouth Technopole.  There would be a presentation from Hampshire Constabulary.

Action:
Please contact MN or AM with information for the next agenda.

Other meetings for 2003 now arranged:
Wednesday 14 May







Thursday 25 September

