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Minutes of The Services Group

Thursday 3rd September 2009 at Regional Business Centre 12.30pm
Present :
Maureen Frost


Apologies:
Jim Gilhooley

Ian Bridges





Jay Kettle-Williams



Steve Grant





Geoff Lawton


Tony Knight





Hilary Keeping


Robin Lander Brinkley



Geoff Collis



Nathan Ash

Minuted by:
Traci Baker




 
1. Apologies as above
2. Review of minutes of last meeting held on 7th May 2009
These w3ere approved as an accurate account of the meeting

3. Matters arising:


MF reviewed the BCC Manifesto for Business 2009 and Draft Legislative Programme
RLB commented that the BCC responses on the draft Legislative programme where somewhat wishy-washy in places he felt that the BCC had “sat on the fence”.   MF confirmed that as the answers where compiled from responses spread over a large geographical area and all industries a lot of the responses varied accordingly.   RLB said he felt BCC needed to have a much stronger position.
Comments on the Legislative Programme:

Financial Services and Business Bill – TK commented that more help was needed at lower end of market.  Regulation should be more tailored to size of company.  More flexibility  for SME’s.   
Digital Economy Bill – all felt that the suggested two megabytes of broadband to every household and business by 2012 was totally insufficient and not ambitious enough.  It was suggested a minimum requirement of 8mb would be more adequate   Also queried the word “household” not taking into account people/business working from home.

Equality Bill – all agreed that this was a good but could cause administrative burden for smaller companies.

Improving Schools & Safeguarding Children Bill – RLB commented that this response was a little behind the times and therefore ineffective.

Strategic Investment Fund – RLB commented that the initiative was okay in principle but fell short – example : closure of wind turbine on Isle of Wight.  MF confirmed that the residents’ complaints also contributed to this.  People want to embrace industries of the future in theory but in fact strongly oppose new development in their own backyard.
Comments on the Manifesto for Business 2009

The word “holistic” on bullet point four (Local) should be replaced with perhaps complete or balanced view as the meaning in context was somewhat lost on all attendees. 
4. Update on 2009 Chamber event programme:


A list of upcoming Chamber events for 2009 was distributed.   MF requested input regarding ideas/venues for 2010 event schedule
5. News and Progress
Ian Bridges  provided update on Portsmouth Council 
Business Panel at Guildhall on 24/9/09 at 11.30am topics to be discussed:

· Making the most of student and graduate talent
· The new diploma for 14-19 year olds and work of the EBP

· Business Link change to Serco April 2010 and support for Portsmouth businesses
· Business rates – current issues
RLB asked IB for update on Northern Quarter.  IB confirmed that this was on hold until the economy picks up.

RLB asked for City Centre update.   IB confirmed a substantial investment of £250,000 has been put aside.   RLB said he believed the Council needed to look at the negative image Portsmouth projected for anyone driving into the City. 

RLB also expressed very strong views about the Portsmouth World Cup Bid for 2018.  He said as someone living in the vicinity of the existing football ground and not a football fan. why should he be excited about it.  He said he could not understand  and it had not been explained why this would be a good thing for the City due to Portsmouth being an island, bad infrastructure etc.     
He said that he has seen the Back the Bid posters and received emails from Council with this on the bottom but was unsure how this would  be good  for Portsmouth other than the obvious hotels/pubs/restaurants.  He asked IB if it would be possible for the Council to provide a Business Case Study/comparison  to back up this proposal where other City/Countries have had a positive outcome and it had not just cost a huge amount of money.  He said he felt that the Council had ‘not considered the voice of the people’ before promoting the bid.
Post meeting this has been added to the Agenda for the Business Panel meeting

6. Any other Business

Nathan Ash from Allens solicitors,  being his first time attending on services group, gave a brief talk about Allens, their future expansion plans,  that they are looking to build on their  Corporate/Commercial side and licensing issues, .

TK  said he would prepare a short insurance briefing for the next meeting.
There being no further  business (other than a request for Mince pies at next meeting) the meeting closed at 2.00pm

Date of next meeting :    3rd December 2009

………………………………Chairman

……………………………….Date

