The Services Group

Thursday 7th May 2009 at Regional Business Centre 12.30pm
Present :
Jim Gilhooley


Apologies:
 Jay Kettle-Williams


Maureen Frost




Robin Lander Brinkley


Ian Bridges




 Hilary Keeping 


 Andy Woods




Geoff Collis


Mark Legister




 Geoff Lawton
Minuted by:
Traci Baker




 Tony Knight
Rose Shapiro has resigned her seat on the committee
Guests

Lynne Grimes  Job Centre Plus







 
Karen Griffiths  Job Centre Plus
1. Apologies
2. Review of minutes of last meeting held on 8th January 2009.   IB to provide information on Contractors Conference on 12/6/09 (annual event for procurement strategy from PCC) including link to procurement portal. 
Discussion regarding where help is available in the downturn including HMRC – late payment scheme PCC – small business relief    JG suggested more information to be included in June Business News Magazine
3. Matters arising:


Lynne Grimes Job Centre Plus (JCP) Presentation
Lynne informed the committee of their Local Employment Partnership involving Job Centre Plus and local business working together.  The local employment partnership pledge asks businesses to consider JCP customers to fill their vacancies.
All members of the committee received an information folder from JCP which included information on service standards, work trails and funding  www.jobcentreplus.gov.uk/up
Questions on the presentation were raised:

MF:  are unemployed finding debt a barrier to getting back into work?

JCP  has contract with debt advice company for unemployed with serious bad debts.

The committee agreed it was a really informative presentation and very useful.  TB agreed to discuss advertising possibilities for JCP within Business News. 

4. Effects of the Budget 
JG: questioned whether there were any negative effect from the income tax hike for high earners. MF/JCP no negative effect  as only effects 1% of the population – felt more of an issue for employees working in London

MF said it was disappointing that the Empty Property Tax had not been abolished

5. Pensions Act Consultation 


The Committee discussed the Pensions Act Consultation and BCC response.  All were happy to support the BCC proposal highlighting the negative effect to employers and the costs of administration following the suggested reforms.
6. Update on Chamber  
EVENTS : MF provided overview of upcoming Chamber events and the very positive numbers for chamber networking.  It was felt that general networking seems to be presently more popular than business growth presentations etc.
INTERNATIONAL TRADE:  very high number of documents
YOUNG CHAMBER: launching in September with Cowplain Community School and Fareham College as pilot scheme
7. Local Authority / Enterprise 09
All agreed following very positive feedback for Enterprise 09 held at Lakeside that the event  was very successful.  It was felt that the only suggested changes would be better registration on entering /perhaps more seating for keynote address/raise profile of information booths. 
IB discussed PCC small business bank loan matching.  IB said that there has been very low take up with less than 10 enquiries from SME’s.  TB asked if SME’s where fully aware of the procedure for these application and whether banks are advising customers that this is available.   AW said yes, IB/AW to provide more information to be included in the magazine for June.

IB informed the committee that PCC have consented to the construction of two new hotels in Portsmouth on existing Zurich site including shops and café.
IB asked for Chamber to promote discounted rate scheme for first two years for new businesses in Enterprise Centres  IB to provide editorial for BN magazine

8. What is happening in Banking Industry?
AW said bank branches are still very quiet which seems to be because of lack of confidence from customers/who are not future planning  although things should slowly pick up as  base rate still very low.  TB asked AW to provide information for Business News magazine
9. What is happening in Solicitors re property movement
ML said still slow but things gradually picking up – slight movement on property side indicating more confidence.
10. Jim Gilhooley -                 Has found that he is busier than ever,  with the recession     prompting more employment/HR issues

11. Any other Business

MF to ask TK to give a short presentation on insurance at next meeting
There being no further business the meeting closed at 2.30pm

Date of next meeting :    3rd September  2009

Date of future meetings: 3rd December 2009

………………………………Chairman

……………………………….Date

