The Services Group

Tuesday 9th March 2010 at Regional Business Centre 12.30pm
Present :
Maureen Frost

Apologies:
Tony Knight
Ian Bridges




Robin Lander-Brinkley


Steve Grant




Steve Blofield


Jim Gilhooley







Geoff Lawton







Hilary Keeping
Minuted by:
Traci Baker




 
1. Apologies
2. Review of minutes of last meeting held on 3rd September 2009
The  minutes were approved a s a true and accurate account of the meeting. 
3. Matters arising:


MF provided an update on the merger of the three Chambers, Portsmouth and SouthEast, Southampton and Fareham, and North Hants to form Hampshire Chamber 
MF asked the group to email her if they have any thoughts about what they would like to see on the new Hampshire Chamberwebsite that is being developed
     4

     NIC Petition

MFbriefed the group on the proposed rises in National Insurance Contributions and urged the group to sign petition  www.no-nics-rise.co.uk
     5 
               Update on 2010 Chamber event programme:


A list of upcoming Chamber events for 2010 was distributed.  MF commented on the positive effect for members on networking events  re Hampshire Chamber. Members asked to feed through any thoughts on venues/topics/speakers to Jane Nash for the Jul-Dec programme.
6                Update on Young Chamber Project 

TB provided an update on theYC project and the recent Enterprise Day at Cowplain Community School.  GL confirmed that it is a really good project for Cowplain School to be involved in.
TB asked for any volunteers for future projects to contact her.
4. News and Progress
Hilary Keeping  - Blake Lapthorn
HK reported her recent relocation to offices in Chandlersford and that Blake Lapthorn is extremely busy.

Ian Bridges – Portsmouth City Council
IB  commented on:

The Hard masterplan

The proposed Southsea Southfront strategy
Better utilizing of Investment revenue including better amenities for local residents

Regeneration proposals for Portsmouth City – MF extended invite to committee members to attend Policy Council on the 16 April when Alan Cufley will be doing a presentation and seeking views on this Strategy
Steve Grant  - Warner Goodman

SG felt that 2010 is going to be a tough year for business,  he was concerned about an economic  double-dip causing  uncertainty for business with more companies facing insolvency Although SG did report that movement in commercial property/residential property department was up.

Geoff Lawton – Cowplain Community School

GL reported on an excellent Ofsted inspection including obtaining agreement for redesignation for Business and Enterprise status without  further inspection.

GL confirmed that the feedback he has received from school on Young Chamber project was good.

Jim Gilhooley – Morlan Gil Human Resources Limited

JG confirmed he was still very busy with more companies outsourcing being a major factor

5. Any other Business

MF commented that she would update group on the findings of the Quarterly Economic Survey at next meeting.
MF invited group to attend the next Policy Council Meeting on 16th April.   Two guest speakers have been invited Alan Cufley Portsmouth City Council to report on Portsmouth Regeneration Strategy.   Business Link on the service offer post SERCO takeover on the 1st April.

Date of next meeting 
15th June 2010
Further meetings: 
2nd September    23rd November

………………………………Chairman

……………………………….Date

