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PLANNING & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE MEETING
Minutes of the Planning & Transportation Committee held on Wednesday 21st October2009 at the Regional Business Centre at 12.30pm

Robin Dickens presided
Present

Apologies

John Slater

Gary Jefferies
Harry Groucott

Mike Allgrove
Geoff Lawton



Chris Payne

Bryan Jezeph

Jeremy Sayer

Keith Perry

Flo Churchill

Robin Dickens

Maureen Frost

Sue Shilcock
1
Apologies

These were noted

2
Minutes of the Meeting of Wednesday 1st July 2009
The minutes were approved as an accurate record of the meeting

3
Matters Arising

FC - Havant core strategy, looking into responses. Final stage of consultation will be in March 2010 and then it will go to public enquiry.
BJ - Fareham Strategic Development Area proposed changes including reduction in housing will go back to PUSH.

FC – Will be looking at potential green field sites.

4
 Update on Hampshire Chambers

THIS REPORT IS CONFIDENTIAL AND MUST NOT BE COMMUNICATED OUTSIDE OF THIS GROUP

MF gave an update of what has happened at the 2 workshops of the Hampshire Chambers Board and the decision of our Executive Board and those of Southampton and North Hampshire to move forward on a Converged model for Hampshire.  

This will involve a new trading company in the name of Hampshire Chamber of Commerce with all services/activity going through the new company.  Local offices, Presidents and front line services will continue to be provided from here.  Timescale is tight with a launch to be achieved by end April 2010 to tie in with General Election and new Business Link provider.

Questions were raised on staffing, retaining local identity and how we resolve conflicts on lobbying MF advised that the detail is currently being worked on so we cannot answer all points yet however there must be built in the ability to represent local members’ interests.  We would retain our Policy Council and feed into a Hampshire Policy Group.

Staff savings will be from natural wastage with no immediate redundancies expected

Local offices and Presidents will be retained

The decision cannot be ratified until each Chamber has taken it to a member EGM

The public line if asked is “The three Chambers in Hampshire are working together on a combined membership offer for Hampshire”

This process appears to be an open secret with media interest already reported however we need to be very sensitive to the members and the fact that the whole process depends on the Member EGM’s in each Chamber.

The motivation from us is to provide better Member Services, the ability to join one Chamber that covers the whole of Hampshire, better use of existing resources and a stronger business voice and influence with partners.

RD – Asked about accreditation of Hampshire Chamber?

MF – It is the ambition to accredit Hampshire but this cannot be done until we are up and running and the Sussex situation in North Hampshire is sorted.  Meanwhile there should be no problem with us attaining our accreditation and talking to BCC about Southampton.

BJ – What is the time scale for the Hampshire Chamber?

MF – Phase 1 should be around 31st March 2010 and phase 2 is intended to be complete by March 2011.
5 
Update on North of Fareham Strategic Development Area


Mark Goldrup represents the Chamber on the Steering Group.
A fair bit of progress has been made with several day long consultation events having taken place.  Originally looking at 10,000 houses now down to 6,500/7,000.  The SDA will include 7500 sqm employment space mainly near J11.  Looking at redirecting A32 to J 11 and improving slip road towards Portsmouth.

J10 – limited junction and very little option to change.  Recommendation about adding a Junction 9a but legally they cannot do this.

Projected that in 10 years J11 will be over 100% capacity even without this development so essential the road system is changed.
A briefing for members will be arranged for early in the New Year (Post meeting note this will be on the 21 January as part of our Networking Lunch at Kinnarps)

DTZ have been appointed by PUSH to update the whole economic strategy to take account of the current climate.  If the Tories win the General Election they have made it clear they would abolish regional Spacial Strategies.

WE need to re-look at housing as with the reduction at the SDA there is little opportunity to reallocate elsewhere
6 
Havant Public Service Village Consultation

FC – The public service village is a concept new to Havant bringing public services together at the Civic Offices.  It is a long term vision for how services can come together.  
The plans include refurbishment of the Civic Offices as not currently DDSA compliant and this will also include improved energy efficiency and  enhance the working environment for staff

They are looking at improving the footbridge at Havant station to provide a better link to the town centre.
The consultation runs from 30 Oct – 30 Nov.

Questions were asked regarding the future sharing of resource with east Hants following the appointment of a joint CEO – confirmed that this is indeed being looked at in some functions and managerial posts

7 
Gosport Core Strategy

CP -  The Strategy includes 5 key sites. 2500 housing requirement to encompass together with 81500 sqm of employment land.

Spoke about the development on Gosport Waterfront.  Daedalus site development will be mainly employment with some housing.  Haslar site proposal is for a care site similar to the Chelsea pensioner’s site.  Rowner has planning permission to for houses and a small supermarket.  Alver Valley has been designated a country park and PFC have been given permission to do some training there.
Bus Rapid Transit is proceding down the old railway line following receipt of funding.  This work must be complketed by March 2011.  Promotion of waterbuses is also being reviewed
RD – Asked how they are going to improve their skills strategy.

CP – We are working with local collages to try and improve.
8 Update on Planning Applications 
a) Tipner – The application for the additional junction is about to go in incorporating a Southbound bus way.  The main development for Tipner will be looked at in conjunction with the Western Corridor as a whole.

b) City Centre – Little to report. PCC still liaising with the developers but as with most schemes everything is on hold in the current economy.

c) Station Square/Zurich Building – The building has been cleared out but not fitted out yet – again work seems to have stalled.

d) Pyramids – PCC have signed a lease with Southsea Leisure to keep it as a leisure venue.

e) The Hard- Looking at an Area Action Plan to remodel the bus depot – would like this to include Brunel house but this is in private ownership

f) IBM East – Highcross have submitted an application which has been deferred pending reassurance on transport access other than the car

Date of next meeting 

Wednesday 16th December at the Regional Business Centre Harts Farm Way Havant at 12.30
