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Policy Council

Minutes of the meeting of Policy Council held on Friday 11 December 2009 at Regional Business Centre at 12.30pm

Jay Kettle-Williams presided

	PRESENT

Jay Kettle- Williams 

Maureen Frost 
Jim Gilhooley 

Dru Moody 

Cath Longhurst 

Gary Fearon 

John Charnock-Wilson 

Paul Thwaite 

Gary Jeffries 

Derek Dann

Barry Walker 

Bill Arnold 

Richard Souter
Philip Yetman

Cheryl Whitwood 
Adam Marshall BCC – Speaker 
	APOLOGIES 

Robin Dickens 
Alan Cufley
Nick Brown 

Chris West 

Paul Edmonson –Jones  

Mark Goldrup

Rhoda Joseph
Mary Allen 
Roger Harrison

	NON  ATTENDANCE 

Denise Candy

Peter Newton 

David Wilson

Nick Iacobucci

Richard Taylor


	1
	Apologies



	
	These were noted as above


	2
	Minutes of the meeting of Friday 9th October 2009
Item 5 – Jim Gilhooley identified error on his comment should read :- Many low paid private sector employees such as money purchase schemes

	
	The remainder were approved as a true and accurate record by the committee.


	3
	Matters Arising

.
Policy & PR Report
MF gave a brief update on the progress of Hampshire Chamber project teams are currently working together – due diligence is in process – after EGM’s the aim is to launch in the Spring- it is a complex task but we are moving forward.


	4
	Presentation and discussion session with Dr Adam Marshall Head of Policy for British

Chambers of Commerce     
Presentation by Adam followed by Q &A 

Q.  DD Creating Wealth Generation – Why don’t government get it.

A. AM Civil servants of his generation (20-30)  trying to improve business culture We don’t blow trumpets of good business and suffer from Risk Aversion – Nature of culture and re-education of Civil service. 

Q.BA Employers need to understand re new pension legislation that it is compulsory to comply and employees can choose not to participate.  Need clear information guidance 
A. AM. They are requesting Wall Posters etc It must be made clear what it means and the impact.

AM Government prepared for high unemployment – but not as high as expected.

BA Is that due to “fiddling Statistics”

AM 1/Yes  2/ Actions of employers helped by reducing salaries & hours rather than redundancies 3/ Result of scare mongering 

JKW – Has the definition changed of the unemployed

AM 1.6m on job seekers allowance 

CL- EBP – said further funding is available for those out of work for more than 6mths – work placements – for new jobs being created in the work place – couple of hundred places available under the Future Jobs Fund.
JKW Road infrastructure & Communication Delays were a problem what is being done

AM – No plans to widen roads as no point – but address junction & traffic lights problems when identified. Introduction of tolls on motorway networks being discussed as in Germany & Netherlands works very well. 

DD Roads like colouring books – too many hatched area wasting usage of highways.
AM  Discussions in Government on High Speed Railways should focus on roads

JKW – requested electronic copy of presentation ACTION MF to send 



	5
	To discuss our view on Default Retirement Age 

Should you be able to legally dismiss at 65years?   BCC view is that this is a useful trigger for discussion with the employee need availability to dismiss if required but it is often useful to keep older employees on. 
BA Felt pension should tie up with pensionable age – make sure they blend

Overall opinion seemed keep a choice. 


	6
	To Receive Update on the North of Fareham Strategic Development Area (SDA) 

From Mark Goldrup

No Update as Mark Goldrup on holiday – Mark to be emailed action MF 
. 

	7        
8  
	Review Chamber Sustainability Policy
JCW – requested for documents to be circulated regarding P&SE Hants “Sustainability Policy”.
Requests that the Chamber be more proactive on promoting to membership.

It was agreed with MF that as soon as Hampshire Chambers was in operation it would review its Sustainability Policy – it was confirmed that it was in the overall plan but not scheduled to 2011, as customer facing issues had to be the priority. MF Requested a volunteer for the Portsmouth Sustainable Network Steering Group – JCW agreed to represent the Chamber and also to support Lisa on her return from maternity leave, with this project. Lisa & John would audit & liaise with other Hampshire chambers.


	
	Presidents Report 
JKW – signing lots of certificates due to membership renewals. Attended Ferry Port Breakfast Briefing in official capacity – very impressed Iconic looking building.
Next Meet the Chamber 26th January 1000 Lakeside - everyone to bring along a new prospect ACTION ALL


	9
a
	Reports of the Following

Executive Board

	
	Not met recently, but finances on track and membership growth & retention has flat-lined for the year. B This is a better position than many Chambers are showing.


	b
	East Hampshire Chamber of Commerce & Industry 

2 remaining board members for East Hants have agreed that the administration should be merged back into P&SEH. 4 events are planned in the East Hants area for 2010 and a committee is proposed to look at EH specific issues – JCW volunteered to be involved in this.

	
	

	c
	Hampshire Economic Partnership (HEP)

	
	Caroline Williams is standing down as Chairman and new Chair to be appointed. Informing our Future latest edition to be published in January.
MF involved in the Transport Task Group event end of November


	d
	Services Group

	e
f

	Nothing to report  at present as meetings held quarterly 
Planning & Transport 
Nothing Reported next meeting 16 Dec with presentation on The Hard Master Planning document and Local Transport Plan 3
JCI 
Chamber brand back out there but a challenge to get new members to join due to lack of funds, asked for recommendations. Event programme for next year to include Rosie McGinty. 



	10    
	Any other business

	
	JKW – Thanks to our Guest Adam Marshall
CL EBP- Running the Portsmouth Big Conversation event 28th Jan – Work Experience Inspiration to target 100 businesses – Influence future work force.  The Chamber has a stand at the event
DD- Policy Champions role note for future agenda.  ACTION MF/CW
MF – Tabled  BCC Pre Budget Report 

DM- Largest Christmas card from Southampton & Portsmouth – hoping for entry in Guinness book of Records supplied by chamber member XL Print to promote joint bid for City of Culture. 


	11
	Neil Pearce from SEEDA on views on the PCC Portsmouth Plan

	11
	Date of Future Meetings
	11
	Neil Pearce from SEEDA on views on the PCC Portsmouth Plan

	
	Friday 12th February at the Regional Business Centre Havant 12.30pm 



12 Date of future meetings 

	,                16 Apr10, 4 Jun 10, 13 Aug 10, 8 Oct 10, 3 Dec 10

	Please confirm attendance or apologies to Cheryl Whitwood at the Chamber on 02392 449449 or cheryl.whitwood@chamber.org.uk 
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