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Policy Council

Minutes of the meeting of Policy Council held on Friday 12th June  2009 at Regional Business Centre at 12.30pm

Jay Kettle-Williams presided

	PRESENT

Jay Kettle- Williams 

Maureen Frost 

Robin Dickens 

Mark Goldrup

John Charnock-Wilson 

Garty Jeffries 

Paul Thwaite 

Derek Dann

Barry Walker 

Bill Arnold 

Mary Allen 

Cheryl Whitwood 
	APOLOGIES 

Jim Gilhooley 

Nick Iacobucci

Cath Longhurst 

Rodha Joseph 
Roger Harrison 
Andrew Gordon 

Nick Brown 

Gary Fearon 

Chris West 

Philip Yetman
Richard Souter


	NON  ATTENDANCE 

Dru Moody 

Denise Candy

Peter Newton 

Paul Edmonson –Jones  

David Wilson




	1
	Apologies



	
	These were noted as above


	2
	Minutes of the meeting of Friday 3rd April  2009


	
	These were approved as a true and accurate record by the committee.



	3
	Matters Arising

City Centre Letter – MF complied a letter & incorporated additional comments by email.  This was sent to Mike Hancock & copied to Barry Walker and Kathy Wadsworth.  The press picked up on the story and an article was written in the News.

Response received confirming that money has been allocated to city centre projects £250k
Colas has a contracted obligation.  Mike offered to come and talk to us diary permitting – he is already booked for our Patrons lunch on the 4 September at Highbury College– Policy Council members will receive an invitation.

BW confirmed that discussions are now taking place with local artists re shop fronts

.

Policy & PR Report 

MF – telephone conference with BT on procurement. Looking for member feedback whether good or bad on Submitting tenders for Public Sector contracts. Case studies requested to enable feedback. 
DD mentioned Framework contracts – regarding tenders – lot of hard work & effort for no guaranteed results a concern.
BW Procurement internally within a Local Authority can be a challenge



	4
	Consultation on the roll out of smart metering for small business sites 
MF needs to respond by 17th July please feedback any views by end of June due to holidays
Areas discussed – 

· Need to identify who would pick of costs of the smart meters
· Data protection on information gleaned from meter usage

· Poorly written document as not enough info for laymen to understand

· Support for identifying information and how to make best use of it

· What should be displayed and via what medium.

· In principle a good idea businesses should show support to reduce energy consumption 

Agreed we should support in principal re reducing energy consumption but caveat with the points above.


	5
	To feedback on HMRC deferment schemes (either own experience or that of clients) 
3 responses to e-shot, all feedback at present is of a positive nature. Members could not add further examples.


	6
	To discuss opportunity to tender for a BCC Business Growth Club

	7
	Since Agenda was circulated things have moved on and the bid will be made regionally.

Concerns as to whether we where duplicating other similar schemes and would the time and effort invested be profitable. Eight events to be run between Oct- Dec as well as the time to bid not thought good value for money.  Under the regional bid we would do one event for a small funding pot of say £500 much more realistic.

Presentations could be good as consistent across the UK but would not be detailed in the time available.  Seems short sighted to limit attendances to 15 per meeting.

.
Conclusion project is not flexible and is underfunded. But could be a means regionally to secure other funding to develop something more relevant.
Issues for future Agenda’s
Result of findings from accreditation was that Policy Council was reactive rather than proactive. Need to drive lobbying & representation.
Members of policy council identified areas that they are willing to take responsibility for to be proactive in and take the lead for reporting back findings to Policy Council. 8 key areas where identified and agreed upon. List attached
Brief outline of duties to be identified and published and forwarded to those not in attendance
DD re government reshuffle – yet more change and expense - should View of Businesses be passed on to Government – 6 MP’s in local area – target them and get them to ask in right questions in parliament on our behalf.

One attendance per year of local MP at events. This is presently being organised with Patron events in mind.

BW - Cosham railway bridge closing for a year impact on transport and new route to be taken.

BW – London Road North End – both could be issues for P&T

DD – type of government processes – are they right?? If not does business have a role to play? ACTION Agenda


	8
	Presidents Report 
Succession planning – requests were made for nominations for next President  

Meet the Chamber – De Vere Hotel – over 100 delegates successful event and more planned – next one 7th Sept Portsmouth Football Club, encourage everyone to bring along a new prospect ACTION ALL


	9
a
	Reports of the Following

Executive Board

	
	Finances on track and ahead of Budget 
3 New members on board -  Simon Greenly, Mark Smith & Kevin Briscoe put forward for election at AGM on 21st May held at The New Theatre Royal.
Planning Day & Team building day for exec board & staff 27th July at De Vere New  Place 
DD suggested we should consider Stakeholder analysis as part of this 



	b
	East Hampshire Chamber of Commerce & Industry 

Business Club arranged for 17th June at Champney’s .EHCC Website has been updated by Mary Allen and she has also agreed to be a contact for matters regarding the EHCC.

	
	Current Chairman Andrew Gordon to  step down as moving out of area – EH Board to consider future of EHCCI


	c
	Hampshire Economic Partnership (HEP)

	
	MF reported that New MD is Paul Kinvig is keen to work with Hampshire Chambers. 


	d
	Services Group

	e
f

	Nothing to report  at present as meetings held quarterly 
Planning & Transport 
Next meeting 1 July with presentation on Havant Local Development Framework 
JCI 
Paul Thwaite is looking for new members for the JCI – aged 20-40yrs for training & networking events, Monthly meetings being held & Business News promoting them on a regular basis.


	9
	Any other business

	
	Mark G – attending North of Fareham SDA workshops with Stakeholders and will report back. Both MG & MF to attend a consultation day on this subject on 19 June

	11
	Neil Pearce from SEEDA on views on the PCC Portsmouth Plan

	10
	Date of Future Meetings
	11
	Neil Pearce from SEEDA on views on the PCC Portsmouth Plan

	
	Friday 14 August 2009, Friday 9 October 2009, Friday 11 December 2009




Tuesday 12 August 2008
PAGE  
2


Tuesday 12 August 2008

