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Policy Council

Minutes of the meeting of Policy Council held on Friday 14th August 2009 at Regional Business Centre at 12.30pm

Jay Kettle-Williams presided

	PRESENT

Jay Kettle- Williams 

Maureen Frost 

Mark Goldrup

Gary Jeffries 

Derek Dann

Barry Walker 

Bill Arnold 

Mary Allen 
Rhoda Joseph
Roger Harrison
Richard Souter
Philip Yetman

Cheryl Whitwood 
	APOLOGIES 

Jim Gilhooley 

Nick Iacobucci

Cath Longhurst 

Robin Dickens 

Richard Taylor
Alan Cufley
Nick Brown 

Gary Fearon 

Chris West 

Paul Thwaite 

Paul Edmonson –Jones  


	NON  ATTENDANCE 

Dru Moody 

Denise Candy

Peter Newton 

David Wilson

John Charnock-Wilson 




	1
	Apologies



	
	These were noted as above


	2
	Minutes of the meeting of Friday 12th June  2009


	
	These were approved as a true and accurate record by the committee.
NB Item 3. MF telephone conference should read BCC not BT

Item 9 should read 10

Item 10 should read 11


	3
	Matters Arising

City Centre Letter –was sent to Mike Hancock & copied to Barry Walker and Kathy Wadsworth.  The press picked up on the story and an article was written in the News. The letter was used as the basis of the debate at City Growth Board which has now gone forward as a policy brief and used to successfully bid for the Future Jobs Fund 
RJ to join board of City Growth and will feed back at a later date.  
BW Little interest from existing lease holders but confirmed that discussions are now taking place with local artists re shop fronts and there will be an order of priority. Waiting for progress update. Caroline Collings is setting up a business to take on leases for those who can’t. Work is continuing on reinstating the visual impact.
.MF Lunch Event with Mike Hancock 4th September (Patrons Event – Free to attend) all present welcome
Venue Highbury College City Centre Campus 12.30pm
ACTION Please let MF know as soon as possible if you would like to attend

Policy & PR Report 
14th October HEP is holding a Transport Conference at the Southampton City Cruise Terminal and is also having a celebration event on the 7 Oct at the Museum of Army Flying.
Meeting with University involving Ross McNally went well.  Portsmouth keen to be a pilot for the GEN (Graduate Enterprise Network) project which is currently with the DWP seeking funding
.

Meeting with AMK Chauffeur Hire highlighted problem with local EHDC re driver and vehicle licensing – Chamber offered support which created a positive response from local EHDC regarding the issues AMK were suffering.  Some flexibility has now been obtained and discussions are continuing.
Chamber holding a Red Tape Event with LBRO 12th Nov – DD attending.  Details on website 

BCC – released a Swine Flu forum area – www.chamberonline.co.uk
BCC Business Manifesto – 30 replies to the 3 questions asked but still light on replies from Policy Council. Will be resent.

ACTION All who haven’t yet completed this to send responses to MF as soon as possible

Agree Policy Council Champions  
As previously agreed we need to be Proactive not Reactive. Members of Policy council volunteered and were allocated to areas of expertise. Those not in attendance will be asked to confirm the areas they have been allocated to. 


	4
	Government Process – A Discussion 
DD Led the discussion –Little action being taken to remedy waste of spend. Should we pressure Government to identify their spending, by asking for information from the Audit Commission. 
MF BCC provide information and research and have just appointed a new Head of Policy Dr Adam of BCC to be invited to next meeting.

Overall opinion “Culture of Constant Change” was partly responsible for wasteful spending.

Are we looking at national or local government – agreed we need to start with national and BCC best vehicle to do this through

Action MF to invite Head of Policy Adam Marshall of BCC to next meeting. 



	5
	To Discuss the Draft Legislative Programme –

MF introduced the summary provided by BCC on the draft legislative Programme pending adoption at the Queen’s Speech later this year

Members agreed with BCC position with exception of:

Digital Economy Bill– problem seems to be Internet Service Providers are unable to get Service Level Agreements with BT which leads to unacceptable delays when things go wrong (DD without Broadband for 6 days recently)
The target of 2mb per household and business by 2012 is far too unambitious and not quick enough.  BCC response should suggest  a target e.g. 8mb and felt that there should be split targets between homes and businesses

Improving Schools and Safeguarding Children - The guarantee of tailored education for each child is not practical.  Teachers need to be trained in how to manage behaviour – many examples where it is clear they do not know how to deal with disruptive pupils.

We need to review and re-track on past standards and adapt these for today rather than re-invent.

Schools need to take more responsibility for managing children’s behaviours whilst they are in school.

Infrastructure UK – another quango, what guarantee that any report will not just be shelved and no action taken?

Apprentices – all very good having target of 35,000 extra apprentices but who will employ them if the public sector needs to cut jobs

ACTION MF to feedback our views to BCC


	6
	To receive feedback on the North of Fareham Strategic Development Area (SDA) from Mark Goldrup.

It was reported that MG has attended two visionary meetings over the proposed 8000 homes 30,000 people. It will effectively become a town within a town and include business/homes, doctors, leisure etc. Transport issues are being discussed.

Still in visionary stage next steps will be clarified in September. 2016 Target date for 1st phase of project. 

	7        
8
	The 2010 Rating Revaluation – transitional arrangement 
4 questions to be submitted by 11th Sept – Gary Jefferies area of expertise.  Feels that the existing arrangements are the best of a bad job and nothing to be gained from changing these.
Relief should be provide over a shorter term if possible to reach an earlier level playing field so agreed should be four years rather than five.

Update on Hampshire Chambers and potential of Integration

MF reported activity of last couple of months, great progress has been made, it was agreed it was NOT to be referred to as a merger as each Chamber will retain its individuality, but some areas where over lapping occurred i.e. magazines are likely to be harmonised. It was agreed to be referred to as a Convergence.

The consultant used to run Nottingham Chamber so is aware of how “chambers operate” his initial thoughts are that staff levels are slightly low but in some areas we have a duplication of skills and services, which need to be identified and reassigned. 
The consultancy is due to report in early September and a firm way forward will then be agreed by the boards of each Chamber.  After this then communication with the members will start. 
Effectively we will be retaining the strengths of the local presence and events but harnessing the greater number and clout of Hampshire for lobbying and gaining contracts as well as increasing our influence with stakeholders


	9
	Presidents Report 
Presentation to Junior Chamber 
Meet the Chamber 7th Sept Portsmouth Football Club, encourage everyone to bring along a new prospect ACTION ALL
Problem of succession resolved, Gary Jeffries to be President next year.



	10
a
	Reports of the Following

Executive Board

	
	Planning Day & Team building day for exec board & staff 27th July at De Vere New Place was successful and beneficial to both parties.  Another session will be held after the Board meeting in October
DD suggested we should consider Stakeholder analysis as part of this 
Current financials show we have addressed the budgeted £11k shortfall and are predicting break-even


	b
	East Hampshire Chamber of Commerce & Industry 

Mary Allen reported EH Board met to discuss the future of EH chamber a proposal has been submitted by P&SEH Chamber for review. 

	
	Current Chairman Andrew Gordon to  step down as moving out of area – 
EH Board to consider future of EHCCI but all agree it is an important areas with much focus on the National Park and Eco Town developments


	c
	Hampshire Economic Partnership (HEP)

	
	MF highlighted  7th October celebration event – details will be confirmed shortly


	d
	Services Group

	e
f

	Nothing to report  at present as meetings held quarterly 
Planning & Transport 
Nothing Reported 
JCI 
Nothing reported 


	9
	Any other business

	
	MF – Red out  Robin Dickens update on PUSH Business Engagement Group
MF – Next Hampshire Chamber Event 3rd Nov 2009 – How Shop Direct re-launched – Woolworths  

Guest Speaker – Anita Balchandani – ALL WELCOME 
RH – Portsmouth CC Business Panel meeting on 24th Sept 09

MA – Commented Business News but a couple of articles difficult to read – to be more aware of colour schemes 

I.e. black on red however we cannot change the artwork of paid for advertising
RS Minibus licence change for Mini Bus Drivers – MIDAS test introduced – can Chamber look into?  RS to provide details to MF
RJ Investment continuing in Cascades Portsmouth Shopping Centre refurbishment due to finish October


	11
	Neil Pearce from SEEDA on views on the PCC Portsmouth Plan

	10
	Date of Future Meetings
	11
	Neil Pearce from SEEDA on views on the PCC Portsmouth Plan

	
	 Friday 9 October 2009, Friday 11 December 2009
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