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	Call for Evidence
Penfold Review of Non-Planning Consents

January 2010


Background 
The BCC would like to hear from Chambers who have views on non-planning consents or have members with experience of this aspect of the development process.

The Department for Business, Innovation and Skills launched its consultation document entitled, the Penfold Review of Non-Planning Consents on 15 December 2009. The consultation is a continuation of the government’s strategy into looking at improving investment for business developments. 

The full consultation document and terms of reference can be found at the following web-link - http://www.bis.gov.uk/penfold. If you wish to submit evidence to the BCC please respond before Friday 29 January 2010.
Scope of the Report
Non-planning consents: In order for developments (buildings, large scale engineering infrastructure etc) to be approved, various (environmental, heritage and highway etc) consents are sometimes required to allow building to start. These consents are often obtained alongside, after or separate from the planning process through either a local authority other public body. 
Non-planning consents for business development involve the following:


· Land acquisition consents e.g. compulsory purchase orders;

· heritage consents e.g. listed building and conservation area consents;

· highway consents;

· authorisation for pipeline construction;

· and environmental consents for waste, water and air quality.
Types of Development: The review will not look at households or national infrastructure projects but instead focus on development for business use such as: 

· engineering machinery;
· buildings including major material changes; 

· mining operations;
· and land use. 
Aim of the report
The review will look in detail at the process of non-planning consents and in particular:

· Its role and barriers for investment decisions in development;

· and any unnecessary costs, burdens or delays.
It will then look to make a series of recommendations to the government on ways to improve co-ordination between agencies granting consents and improving their decision-making processes. 
BCC Position

The BCC is supportive of the aim of this review. The BCC believes it is critical that development consent processes are simplified to aid economic development.  
We would therefore really like to hear case studies and examples of particular problems from members of the Chamber Network who have had problems in dealing with the non-planning consent process. 

In particular;
1. Is the planning consent process in your locality easy to access and co-ordinate? For instance, do you find there to be a number of forms to fill, websites to visit or different departments to visit.
2. When applying for non-planning consent what obstacles do you encounter, specifically:

a. administrative burdens;
b. costs;

c. uncertainty and risk; 

d. length of decision making?

3. Which obstacles in the non-planning consent process are most burdensome?

4. Have there been any positive impacts from the non-planning consent process to your development(s)? 

5. Can you quantify the monetary impact of the non-planning consent processes for your development(s)?

6. In what ways could the decision-making process be improved? 

Contact for the Review
If you wish to submit a case study or find out more information about this review please contact Chris Potter on 020 7654 5824 or alternatively to c.potter@britishchambers.org.uk by Friday 29 January 2010.
