LINVOY PRIMUS ENTERPRISE CHALLENGE
During National Enterprise Week in November 2005, The Portsmouth and South East Hampshire Education Business Partnership joined forces with Pompey’s star defender Linvoy Primus, and his charitable trust Faith & Football, to challenge pupils from the area’s Secondary Schools to enter teams in an exciting and unique Enterprise challenge.

The Linvoy Primus Challenge was taken up by over 300 young pupils from around the region from 17 schools, entering teams of 6 to set up and trade a business, with all profits going to Faith & Football’s work in orphanages in Ibaden Nigeria and Goa India.

The prize for the winning team and their lucky teacher is a trip of a lifetime in November this year to visit the work currently underway in Goa.

The winning team had to not only raise as much money as they could, but also needed to demonstrate to a distinguished panel of independent judges, chaired by David Brown of Partnership Network, how they planned and implemented their project, demonstrating team work, fiscal controls, marketing, sales and administration.

As the project progressed, as in the real world of business, teams fell away, from the original 67 teams that entered, 26 completed the challenge, with some of the teams losing members along the way.  However those pupils that finished the challenge attended the finals presentation event at Fratton Park on the 2 May, when the winners were presented with their prize. 

Hosted by the EBP and sponsors SEEDA the finals event was a great success, with a packed Milan Mandaric Suite full of expectant young people, teachers, sponsors and guests with all the students receiving an Enterprise certificate from Linvoy himself.

The 26 teams raised a staggering sum of £5,300 for the Trust with one team from Cams Hill School in Fareham contributing £1,500.

Due to the high levels of business acumen and determination demonstrated by the pupils, the judges decided that other prizes should also be awarded, so teams from Staunton Park, Cams Hill and Brune Park Gosport received special awards.

Having demonstrated all the attributes that the challenge had laid down, the judges gave the award and the trip to Goa to the outstanding team of Pashion UK, a team of six girls from The City of Portsmouth Girls School, who had set up and traded a designer t-shirt company.

This team can now look forward to their trip in November to Goa, to see at first hand how the money they and their colleagues have raised is being used to help those much less fortunate than themselves.

Linvoy Primus said, “Staying in the Premiership this season has been a great achievement, but it pails into the background compared with the joy and good this challenge has brought to so many young people, not only in our region but also overseas”. 

HAVANT STUDENTS WIN BUSINESS SUCCESS

Enterprising students from Havant College were very successful at the Young Enterprise Awards held at IBM Portsmouth recently. The team came away with three trophies - Best Company, Best Presentation and Best Company Report.  Their company “Zeus” successfully designed, produced and marketed handmade cards, mobile phone charms and calendars featuring students from the college.

Meeting regularly, the team worked with business experts Paul Hopkins and Dave Whitwham from locally based international manufacturers Eaton Aerospace.   They were delighted with the team’s achievements.  

The team now go onto the County Finals in Winchester in a couple of weeks.  Zeus’ Finance Director, James Marshall is confident they will do well.  “It was a great evening and we’re looking forward to the next stage. Most of us in the team are planning to go on to careers in business and economics so this has been excellent experience.”
