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Highbury College celebrates its success in working with businesses

Business leaders joined representatives of the Learning and Skills Council and staff at Highbury College in Portsmouth to celebrate the inaugural Governors Dinner and the award of Action for Business College status. Highbury is the first further education college in Hampshire and the Isle of Wight to achieve this accolade for excellence for its work with the business community.

The Action for Business accreditation is an LSC kitemark which tells local employers that the College provides services that are responsive to their needs. Highbury staff had to demonstrate their commitment, capacity and ability to deliver and shape courses to the training and development requirements of business to win through the tough assessment process. It is only the 7th college in the south east to win Action for Business status.

Guests at the dinner at the College’s Lord Romsey Restaurant included, Sarah McCarthy-Fry MP, Chairman of Business Link Wessex Robert Hillier and Vice-Chancellor of the University of Portsmouth, Professor John Craven. Employers who use Highbury to train their workforce were also invited to join the celebrations.

The award was presented by David Frost, Director General of the British Chambers of Commerce. He praised Highbury for building strong relationships with the business world which would help address skill shortages in key areas.

Hilary Chadwick, Executive Director of the Learning and Skills Council Hampshire and the Isle of Wight commented:
‘Highbury College has proved it is committed to working with employers in Portsmouth and SE Hampshire to improve workforce skills through high quality training. College staff have an excellent understanding of the needs of local businesses and go the extra mile to make sure they are satisfied.'

Principal and Chief Executive of Highbury College, Stella Mbubaegbu added: 

‘We have worked hard to build strong relationships within the business community and pride ourselves on the excellent service we provide for employers. We want to be the first choice for training in Portsmouth and south east Hampshire for companies of all sizes and sectors.’

